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0% Lo Acoustical Issues

*aesia] mih cbsorbere ceding, mals, and shvdaed rackang lesel

: : 1. Channel most foot traffic and subsequent noise away from areas where workers
NRC and STC are =Solated matenals tests pedormed in reverbarant need to concentrate
chambars with nondirected sound. 2

NRC measures sound absomption of panels or cedings; compares how 2. Position office equipment like fax machines and printers so the noise doesn't

fast sound dies out with and without tha test panel or ceiling: adversely affect those who work nearby.
.00 = 0% of sound absarbed 3. Encourage people to turn down the ringer on their phones. When they are not at
50 = B0% of sound sbsorbed their desk, have them send calls to the voice mail system on the first ring.

1.00 = 100%: of seund absarbed
4. Ask people to position themselves so they speak into sound absorbing panels when

STC measures sound blacking of panaels; compares sound level on on a desk phone as opposed to talking freely into the surrounding environment.
both sidet of a Moosta-ceiing, wallto-wall paned 1o see how much
sound passed through the panal, 5. Suggest people limit the amount of tackable materials they use to personalize their
workplace, as these items often reduce the guality of sound absorption of surface materials. o e -

09 = 17 dB reduction (== with .025° aluminum) o TR L
22 = 20 dB reduction (a5 with 1/2° coldose fibarboard or 1/4° phwood) 6. Acoustically accommaodate any technology that will be used in a workspace. &
26 = 25 dB reduction (a5 with 1/4° plate gless)
28 = 16 dB reduction fas with 1/2° gypsum walboard) 7. Discuss the personal use of speakerphones, radios, and other items that create noise.
33 = 31 dE reduction fas with a 2° x 4" stud wal wath two pieces of 1/2°

gypsum walboard) 8. Consider inconsistent ceiling levels and hard surfaces like large windows that will
34 = 32 dB reduction fas with 1/16° lead or 3 2° x 4" stud wall with two invariable reflect and deflectsound into other areas of the worksetting.

peeces of 55 gypsun walbosd)
9. Encourage people to stop, look, and listen before interrupting someone who is working.
NIC", AC, and Al are interZonal tests of acoustical systams in typacal
workstaton canfigurations with absarbent cefings, walls, and sound- 10. Build in private spaces for people to retreat to when acoustical privacy is needed.
masking systam.
11. Look for lines of sight between people, since intensive sound could travel the same path.




