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Summary: The Color Purple


The Color Purple by Alice Walker serves as a role model for overcoming feminine oppression. Written as a series of letters, it can be interpreted both as a character-driven narrative and as a spiritual parable. The imagery is sparse, with only the most important features highlighted. The character development is astute and complex, often showing levels of depth not easily gleaned even in reality.


The book details a complete lifetime, from teen to elder. It could easily serve as a template for understanding and coping with suffering from a non-Buddhist viewpoint. Also, it deals well with the thoughts of greed, lust, and hatred. While the novel has a Christian overtone, underlying it are concepts that could be of almost any religion.


The novel has obvious multicultural feminist tones. I prefer the interpretation of existentialist feminist thought as applied to Celie’s life. As de Beauvoir asserted, “If the other is a threat to the self, then woman is a threat to man” (Tong, 179). Celie is threatening on many fronts. She learns to fight back and afterwards she refuses to submit. She grows as an individual when many of the characters stagnate. The lynchpin is when she envisions God as her own; “Go with everything that’s going, and praise God by liking what you like” (Walker, 196).


That is a wonderful place to end this little narration. Even with the suffering that Celie underwent, she still holds fast to that thought.

