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VII. 20th Century France

I. France’s Third Republic a weak government, after Dreyfus affair the Radical Party of France won of the elections in 1898

a. 1905, law passed separating church and state

b. increased labor militancy, revolt of 1907

II. France’s political alliances/struggles before WWI

a. 1894, Franco-Russian Alliance to protect one another from Germany

b. 1904-1907 France, Russia, and England become a Triple Entente to protect themselves from the increasing German military threat

c. France attempts to take Morocco from Germany, succeeds in 1911 only after being extorted by the Germans

d. escalating arms race begins in paranoid Europe ( Germany building up their military power at alarming rate which scares other countries into attempting the same

e. August 1914, Germany invades France through Belgium after the assassination of Austrian archduke Franz Ferdinand

III. The Great War, WWI

a. Map pg. 85, Cultural Atlas of France

b. Battle of the Marne, August 1914, French victory

c. prior to Christmas 1914, France begins to be annihilated by German forces

d. Versailles Peace Conference, 1919 ( ensured German reparations and the demilitarization of the Rhineland and create the Maginot line

IV. Interwar Years

a. Third-Republic split between left wing (pro-communist party) and right (anti-republican/ulranationalist party) ( French government constantly changing

b. 1936, left forms the Popular Front which gains a parliamentary majority

i.  falls in 1938

ii. growing threat of Hitler’s Germany

c. 1939 France joins Britain in declaring war on Germany over the invasion of Poland 

V. WWII

a. General Charles de Gaulle (1890-1970), leads French army, 1940

b. Germans charge through the Maginot line and take Paris in June, Alsace and Lorraine restored to the Reich

c. Vichy becomes new “capital” of France, Etat Francais established by current government leader Pétain, Southern France in state of chaos

d. Pierre Laval takes charge and strives to become part of Hitler’s new order, Germany occupies Southern zone of France in 1942

i. Vichy becomes Nazi Police state until 1944

e. de Gaulle and the French Resistance, sought to rid France of German invaders and make France “free”

f. D-Day Allies land in France June 1944, take back Paris and rest of France

