100 Years War, 10-16th Centuries

I. Carolingians and Robertians

a. Eudes (son of Robert the Strong) takes the throne in 888 

i. next century power alternates between Robertians and Carolingians, signals end of monarchial control

b. 10th century, France loses control of several lands (Atlas in-French, pg. 59)

i. West, Brittany and Viking Normandy

ii. North, Flanders

iii. South, Aquitaine and Burgundy

II. The Capetians (Cultural Atlas of France, pg. 37; Atlas of Medieval Europe, pg. 75)

a. 987, Hugh Capet of the Robertians elected and France is a patchwork of small states

b. growth of feudalism throughout France, transition of power from central to local 

i. by 1000, there is little property that isn’t owned by a feudal lord

c. role of the church

i. triparte division in France: church, military, “third estate” (workers/peasants)

ii. between 1/5 and 1/3 of all land held by the church

iii. the Crusades between the 11th and 13th centuries

d. Growth of Royal domain during 12th century France (Atlas of European history pg. 87)

e. 12th century, Henry II of England’s empire runs down the western side of France from the Somme to the Pyrenees (Atlas of European History, pg. 83; Atlas of Medieval Europe, pg. 98)

i. 13th century( Philip II Augustus, reclaims Normandy and Poitou in 1204, Touraine and Anjou in 1205

ii. St. Louis IX (r. 1226-70) (Atlas of Medieval Europe, pg. 118)

iii. 1214, historic battle of Bouvines 

iv. 1259, Treaty of Paris ( Henry III of England recognizes all former English possessions (except Guyenne) as Capetian annexations

f. Philip IV “the Fair” (1285-1314)

i. strengthened the development of the administrative machinery of the state

g. late 12th- early 14th century ( social and economic advance

i. massive population rise, increased from 16 million in the 9th century to 22 million by 1328 (Atlas in-French, pg. 87)

ii. changes in physical appearance, north and northeastern France becomes area for rural life

iii. 1100-1300, French towns begin to expand and increased in population, coincides with high point of medieval feudalism

III. The Hundred Years War

a. Maps

i. Cultural Atlas of France, pg. 45

ii. Atlas of European History, pg. 100

iii. Atlas of European History, pg. 102

iv. Atlas in-French, pg. 103

v. Atlas of Medieval Europe, pg. 196

b. from the early 14th to mid 15th century France was a part of the Hundred Years War against England

i. 1337, feudal dispute between Philip VI (1328-50) and Edward IV of England began the war

c. 1453, England concedes defeat, they only maintain Calais

d. English heir to French throne, Henry V (1368-1422)

IV. Reconstruction and Expansion (Cultural Atlas of France, pg. 48)

a. Charles VII (1422-61) and his son Louis XI (1461-83) help rebuild France

b. rapid expansion throughout France

i. begins in 1349 with the acquisition of the Dauphiné, spreads kingdom significantly across the Rhône 

ii. Annexations from English include: 

1. Guyenne 1453

2. Alencon 1456

3. Armagnac lands 1473

4. Burgundy 1477

a. defeated the Burgundian threat of a middle kingdom (established at the Treaty of Verdun in 843) between France and Germany

5. Provence 1481

6. Anjou lands 1489

7. Brittany 1491

iii. Italian Wars

1. Charles VIII (1483-98), marches southward into Italy in 1494

2. Francis I (1515-47), victory at Marignano in 1515

3. constant presence in Italy between 1494-1559

4. Treaty of Cateau-Cambréis 1559, ends Italian Wars

a. France acquires Calais and the “Three Bishoprics” (Toul, Metz, and Verdun)

c. early 16th century, French becoming the primary language in France

i. royal edict of Villers-Cotterets in 1539 makes French official language

ii. still remains minority spoken language until 1789

d. 16th century, time of growing social divison

i. massive fortunes being made through inflation on one end, on other end prices too high for families with fixed wages who faced poverty and starvation

