Frankish Empire, 6th-9th centuries

1. Clovis (r. 481-511 AD) ( Atlas in-French pg. 45

a. King of the Franks, Merovingian Dynasty 

b. laid foundations of the Frankish state 

c. 486, defeats Soissons and conquers last outpost of the Roman Empire 

d. 507, Pope Anastasius gives him the title of “consul” and Paris becomes the capital

e. converted to Catholicism during reign to relieve political tension with the Gallo-Roman population

i. foundation for the important role of Bishops in local government

f. Atlas in-French pg. 47

2. France after Clovis

a. Clovis divides kingdom after death in 511 between his four sons (Atlas of Euro History pg. 51)

i. expansion of Frankish territory to 561 (Atlas of Euro History pg. 55)

b. 6th century, France is divided into three territories (Cultural Atlas of France, pg. 29, Atlas in-French pg. 49, Atlas of Medieval Euro pg. 11)

i. Austrasia (northeast)

1. 6-7th century, wealthy Carolingian family in control, Austrasia becomes wealthy and the end of the Merovingian dynasty was in sight 

ii. Neustria (central and western)

iii. Burgundy (southeast)

c. 561, Clovis 4 grandsons’ take over kingdom created in 511 and divides it between the four of them (Atlas of Euro History pg. 55)

3. Carolingians 

a. began rule in early 8th century

i. Charles Martel led campaigns against German forces and expanded Frankish power into central Europe 

ii. 732 Battle of Poitiers, defeats Arabs in Aquitaine (modern day Southwestern France) and stopped their advancement into W. Europe 

1. Atlas of Euro History pg. 56

b. Childeric III (r. 743-51) 

i. 751, consecrated and later usurped by Pope Stephen

ii. divine-right of kingship established 

c. wherever Carolingians established Frankish power, they established the authority of the Church ( alliance between Carolingian dynasty and papacy 

4. Charlemagne (768-814 AD) 

a. Dec. 25 800, Pope crowns Charlemagne Western Emperor

i. Atlas in-French pg. 56-7 (empire)

ii. Atlas of Medieval Europe pg. 19 (empire)

iii. Atlas of Euro History pg. 62 (pre-death)

iv. Atlas of Euro History pg. 60 (post-death)

b. Carolingian Renaissance heavily religiously influenced

c. creates highly decentralized form of government that could only be maintained through constant travel by Charlemagne and continued military campaigns/warfare

d. 838-42, renewal of outside threats including Arabs and Vikings, last wave of Barbarian invasions

i. creates considerable economic damage

e. Charlemagne’s successor, Louis the Pious (814-40)

i. divides empire into thirds and distributes among three sons in 1817

ii. Tripartite division of France after death

1. divides empire into thirds and distributes among three sons in 1817

2. Treaty of Verdun, 843 ( definitively separates areas that will later become France and Germany

a. Atlas of Euro History pg. 67

b. Atlas of Medieval Europe pg. 20

3. middle region contains Lorraine, creates contention between West Francia and German Eastern blocs

4. declines of central power during reign of Charles the Bald (840-77)

5. by 888, Carolingian dynasty had lost a great deal of prestige over its failure to deal with the Viking menace

