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Legend/key/instructions to artist
Section 1: The Geography of Witchcraft

Frame No: EU09-01

Caption: The Geography of Witch Persecution

Use Map inventory number(s): For a map showing regional variation in the intensity of witch persecution, use EU09-01. For political boundaries, use 1600big. 
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Section 2: Witch Trials and the Environment

Frame No: EU09

Caption: 

Use Map inventory number(s): 
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Section 3: Witchcraft and Gender 

Frame No: EU09

Caption: 

Use Map inventory number(s): 


Legend/key/instructions to artist
Introduction:


As many as 60,000 people, most of them women, were executed for the crime of witchcraft in Europe between 1400 and 1750. Many more were tried for witchcraft but not executed: the best estimate is that there were around 110,000 trials in all of Europe. Hundreds, perhaps thousands more were accused of witchcraft, but never tried. And for every person accused of witchcraft, many others were traumatized—family, kin, friends.





Why did this happen? Historians have grappled with this question for more than a century. But the more we learn about witchcraft and its prosecution, the harder it becomes to make generalizations about it. Were there “really” witches, or was the existence of such people purely a fantasy in the minds of princes, inquisitors, and theologians? Were accusations of witchcraft caused by economic or environmental disruptions? Why were so many more women executed for witchcraft than men? Were people more likely to get prosecuted for witchcraft in Catholic territories than in Protestant ones, or was it the other way around? The pattern of witchcraft prosecution over time and space was highly uneven. Why was prosecution more intense in some regions than in others? Was the phenomenon related to the rise of the state in early modern Europe? Why, finally, did witchcraft prosecution end? Historians continue to debate these questions, and many more.





The following series of maps give an introduction to the broad pattern of witchcraft prosecution in Europe and its variations over time and physical space. The first section reveals the geographic distribution of witchcraft trials and relates it to the execution rates and the centralization of state power. The second section examines the progress of witchcraft prosecution through time, and relates its development to the effects of global cooling in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries—a phenomenon historians call the “Little Ice Age.” The third section shows that women were executed for witchcraft more often than men. But it also shows that this imbalance varied greatly from one region of Europe to the next. 
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