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I selected this study because it examines the major area of research in which I am interested, HIV/AIDS prevention education in sub-Saharan Africa. It does so by measuring the effects of a radio soap opera, Twende na Wakati (Let’s Go With the Times), broadcast in Tanzania from 1993 – 1997. 

Operationalization

This study was designed primarily as a field experiment. Twende na Wakati was broadcast throughout Tanzania with the exception of the Dodoma region between 1993 and 1995, creating a treatment area. The Dodoma region served as a comparison area. Between 1995 and 1997 the program was broadcast nationwide, including rebroadcast of the first two years throughout the comparison area. This provided the ability to study the program’s effects during the first two years and the replicability of the program in the Dodoma region. 

Radio listenership was an important concept as well. Personal survey questions addressed radio listenership, level of importance of radio as a source for HIV/AIDS information, exposure to Twende na Wakati, and whether or not those who were exposed were regular listeners. 

Additional survey questions addressed: 

· Whether respondents personally knew of someone with AIDS

· Whether listeners learned about AIDS from Twende na Wakati
· Whether listeners believed Mkwaju, a main character, had AIDS

· Whether listeners talked about the AIDS content of Twende na Wakati
· Whether listeners adopted an AIDS prevention method as a result of listening to the program. 

· And, much more…

Level of Measurement


The level of measurement was primarily nominal (yes or no questions) and interval (number of sexual partners, level of importance of radio as a source of information about AIDS). There were also several open-ended questions that allowed for measurement, although which level, I am not sure. The open-ended questions appear to have been measured in terms of an answer or lack of answer, which would indicate a nominal level of measurement. 


The measurement does seem appropriate, although the authors do not provide a sample of the survey with the article. Yes or no questions and open-ended questions are culturally appropriate, also an important part of doing field experiments in sub-Saharan Africa. 
Reliability


The authors do an excellent job of addressing reliability. In their description of the personal survey, they reveal which wards in the experiment were not surveyed in a given year. (pp 87) On page 90, they attempt to explain possible reasons for larger increases or decreases in percentages from year to year. And on page 89, the control variables are spelled out. 

Sample Size


The sample size ranged from 896 to 1,113 in the treatment area and 422 to 467 in the comparison area. The sample size seems appropriate as was the method used to select the sample. The authors demonstrate an understanding of Tanzanian society (pp. 87). 

Validity


The issue of validity is addressed fairly extensively in the discussion section of the study. The authors explain that the “triangulation of data from independent sources, combined with the field experiment design of our study, confer high internal and external validity on the effects of exposure to the radio program of study.” (pp 97) They identify three important threats to internal validity and go on to explain how the analyses used minimize the impacts of these factors. 


This discussion seems convincing. I do not claim to understand all the statistics used, but the authors pay great attention to justifying the choice of statistics and their results. They do not seem to gloss over any important elements. 

Conclusion


I know from other research that these authors published several articles about this field experiment, focusing on other facets of Twende na Wakati. Everett M. Rogers is also a highly respected researcher in the field of development communications. This leads me to trust the content of this survey. The only question that I ended up with, and I do not feel it was addressed is if the programs from the first two years of broadcast were rebroadcast, along with the new episodes, in 1995 through 1997, did that result in twice as much exposure to the program? The authors do not address the programming schedule in the comparison area during the second two years. Most of the results for the comparison area indicated an increase in the effects, which the authors do address in terms of radio ownership and access to the program. I do not know the answer, but feel that should have been addressed. Irregardless, I feel that this study gives some excellent ideas for designing research around entertainment-education and its effects on behaviors that mitigate the impacts of HIV/AIDS prevention education campaigns. 
