Irvine Foundation Grant Release

In September 2002, Playhouse Merced was awarded a grant from the James Irvine Foundation. The grant provides funding to develop and implement artistically excellent events for the Latino community in the Central Valley for the next three years. 

More than 45 percent of the Central Valley population is Latino. However, little has been done through cultural and artistic events to increase the participation of this segment of our community. 

Playhouse Merced plans to change this. In addition to programs that center on identifying and presenting Mexican, Latin American, Mexican-American, and Chicano cultural expressions, the theater will bring professional Latino artists to conduct arts education programs in Merced public schools and workshops at our theater. 
All this is possible through the theater’s partnership with the California Latino Arts Network. This partnership allows Playhouse Merced to use the Irvine Foundation Grant funds most effectively to increase the participation of the Latino Community in the cultural life of the Central Valley. 

Playhouse Merced and the Latino Arts Network presented the first event, Encuentro del Son, in October at Applegate Park. This one-day event focused on a traditional and distinctive form of Mexican music, El Son.

For more information on upcoming Playhouse programs directed to serve the Latino community, please contact Claude Giroux, artistic director at Playhouse Merced. 

-end-
