Christine, 
I read the Real Simple column on tape and choosing the right one for every situation with interest. (“Tale of the Tapes,” April 2002) Consumers are faced with an equally sticky situation when it comes to choosing the right glue or adhesive for household use. 

At your local home improvement store, you will find more than 75 kinds of adhesives! Check your junk drawer at home – I found several tubes of the sticky stuff, Elmers, SuperGlue, Amazing GOOP, two or three specialty glues and even some fingernail glue. 

A product review of glue and what is really needed around the house could be very helpful to your readers. I’d be happy to provide a glue expert, product samples or photos. If you’re interested in additional services, I can provide the copy for such an article as well as the photographs at no charge to Real Simple. 

I’ve included some possible ideas for the copy for you below. 

Thanks for your time. I look forward to exploring this possibility with you further. 

Kelli Matthews

Eclectic Products, Inc. 

Breaks, tears, leaks and cracks… arts and crafts… some other stuff… for all this and more, we need glue. Going to the store and picking up a tube should be simple, right? Wrong! The hapless do-it-yourselfer is faced with a bewildering array of choices. 

White glue? Clear glue? Wood glue? SuperGlue? China glue? Craft glue? PVC glue? Should it be flexible? Can it withstand heat? What about water? Can you paint over it? Will it permanently stick YOU to the project?

Steve Velten, head chemist for Eclectic Products, Inc. in Pineville, Lousiana, thinks we can limit the number of glues in your junk drawer or garage to three basic types. 

“Adhesives are mostly separated by function,” he said. “There is generally more than one way to ‘skin a cat’ and likewise different adhesives can be used to meet your need.” 
There are one-part systems and two-part systems. One-part systems are basic glue types like Elmers or SuperGlue. Two-part systems require mixing things together so the adhesive will set or “cure.” These are for more heavy-duty projects.

Amazing GOOP products provide the most versatility. They work like one-part systems, but with the strength similar to that of a two-part system. 

You’ll find these three glues will provide all the stick you’ll need: 

Paper Glue (White Glue):

The schoolhouse favorite, like Elmers, work well for simple paper and wood jobs. For example, construction paper or simple art projects or repairing a wood picture frame work best with white glue. These types of glues dry pretty quickly and clean up with water. They don’t work well if you need a little flexibility. 

General Purpose

A general purpose glue like Amazing GOOP will be the glue you use the most. Repairs on a variety of household projects like: When Amazing GOOP dries, it retains flexibility, so it even works well on shoes, inner tubes, etc. 

Heavy Duty Glue

The final piece of the puzzle is a high-strength epoxy like Superweld. Epoxies are serious glue and can be used on major furniture repairs, minor automotive repairs. 
A fourth type of glue could be a “super glue” instant adhesive when you need an immediate hold. 

Love may be the “glue” that holds the family together, but every family needs a little of the sticky stuff to save money and help out with household projects. You can see that you don’t need every glue on the shelf to make minor repairs and make craft projects easy.

Marketbasket: 

Elmers

Amazing Goop and SuperWeld

SuperGlue

