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	Archaeological Record before Traditional Foundation Date of Rome
	

	
	

	The following developments had been achieved in Italy in the 13th century:
	

	(through the impetus of the Mycenaean Empire (fl. 13th c.))
	

	
	

	dramatic increase of population
	

	stabilization of settlements and growth of ever more densely populated communities
	

	strengthening of agricultural economy
	

	technical progress in bronze industry
	

	changes in social structures of communities
	

	increase in size and range of market based on bronze objects
	

	
	

	Mycenaean Empire falls in 12th century; proto-urban development in Italy does not stop
	

	
	

	By the 10th century socially dominant groups have emerged in west-central Italy
	

	
	

	monumental tumuli near ordinary cremation cemeteries
	

	"princely" mansions inside otherwise ordinary settlements
	

	
	

	9th and 8th centuries emergence of proto-urban centers in same areas
	

	
	

	increasingly rich warrior tombs and rich tombs of females
	

	tombs are rich in content but also rich in structure
	

	proto-urban centers do not yet display permanent civic structures
	

	
	

	ca. 775 B.C.  first Greek colony established in Pithecusa on Ischia
	

	
	

	ca. 725 B.C. Greek colonists settle in Cumae (Campania)
	

	
	

	end of 7th century Etruscan proto-urban centers had become city states
	

	
	

	
	

	Myth and Facts Surrounding Rome's Foundation
	

	
	

	Legend
	Archeological Record

	
	

	
	until early 8th century Palatine and Capitoline

	
	used as burial grounds

	
	evidence of settlements also on some of the other hills

	
	

	753 B.C. Rome founded 
	

	by descendants of the Trojan hero Aeneas
	

	first king is Romulus
	between 635 and 575 B.C. forum area changed from

	
	residential area to a public area

	
	

	Succession of 7 kings
	ca. 625 B.C. forum was drained and paved

	many of whom bear Etruscan names
	

	
	late 7th century regia in forum area

	under kings Rome grows and prospers
	Lapis Niger with inscription of (translated) "king" and a 

	kings responsible for introducing
	piece of pottery also with the inscription "king"

	many of the well known Roman institutions
	terra cotta relief ornament(s) from temple structure

	(senate, curiae, census, triumph), laws,
	

	religious rites etc.
	end of 7th century open air sanctuary on the Forum Boarium

	
	soon replaced with permanent structure (terracotta pieces)

	
	

	
	first half of 6th century ivory lion with Etruscan inscription

	
	

	
	about 600 B.C. comitium on forum ready

	
	to receive assemblies

	
	

	
	about 525 B.C. temple on podium in Forum Boarium

	
	

	509 B. C. end of the regal period due
	

	to unfit behavior of the last king's son
	

	(rape of Lucretia)
	

	
	


