SOURCES FOR EARLY ROMAN HISTORY





I. THE SURVIVING EVIDENCE





a) Literary Sources





4 main strands





Greek


Roman


Etruscan


Carthaginian





Greek Writers:


(Aristotle mentions the defeat of the Romans by the Gauls in 390 B.C.)





1) Polybius (of Megalopolis, b. ca. 210 B. C.), History in 40 books, 6 books survive,  little on early Rome survives





2) Diodorus Siculus (of Sicily, 1st c. B.C.), universal history in 40 books written in Greek, little survives for early Rome





Dionysius of Halicarnassus (b. 1st  c. B.C.), Roman Antiquities, 11 bokks down to 444 B.C. survive, history with strongly moralizing and political character





Plutarch (b. in Chaeroneia, c 46 A.D.), Parallel Lives, biographies of famous Greeks and Romans with didactic purpose





Roman Writers:


(Roman historiography starts at the end of the 3rd century B.C.)





Cn. Naevius’ epic poem of the 1st Punic war, Q. Fabius Pictor, first prose history of Rome but in Greek, L. Cincius Alimentus, history written in Greek,.  


Q. Ennius’ Chronicle (Annales) in 18 books from the foundations of Rome including the foundation myth and regal period, begun in 187 B.C..


M. Porcius Cato, the Elder (234 -149 B.C.), first to write in Latin, abandoned annalistic tradition, from foundation of Rome to 167 B.C., seeks out original documents


Q. Claudius Quadrigarius, C. Licinius Macer,  Valerius Antias, Q. Aelius Tubero all of the first century, all part of the Roman elite, all try to interpret historical events from a political standpoint.


T. Livius (from Padua, 1st c. B.C. and A.D.) massive, 142 book history (ab urbe condita) in the annalistic tradition, books 1-10 and 21-45 survive, mainly concerned with moral qualities of leaders as gauge for Rome’s success, less emphasis on constitutional developments, uses earlier writers often second, third or fourth hand.








Inscriptions





very few of the ancient inscriptions apparently known to and quoted by ancient scholars have not survived, e.g. Twelve Tables, international treaties between Rome and Carthage








Archaeological Evidence





archaeology has revealed an almost common culture in central Italy with very strong Etruscan and Greek influence.  Rome was not particular or distinct in her early development.





Excavations in Rome itself reveal traces of primitive settlements on the Palatine, the Forum area etc.





Traces of the early temples as well as public structures have been identified.   All show strong Etruscan influence.











