
“This important book provides a window into 
Americans’ changing, and often conflicted, 
views of how we ought to form—or help other 
people form—new families. Herman’s work 
is an in-depth guide to the complex history 
of adoption and her thoughtful comments 
about contemporary adoption dilemmas will 
interest anyone curious about the evolution 
of social policies toward families as well as 
those who have been personally touched by 
the adoption process.”

Stephanie Coontz, author of  
The Way We Never Were:  

American Families  
and the Nostalgia Trap

“Kinship by Design is a masterful work carved 
out from a gigantic mountain of primary and 
secondary sources. I am confident that it will 
take its place as the best researched and most 
original book on the history of American 
adoption published to date.”

E. Wayne Carp, author of  
Family Matters: Secrecy and Disclosure  

in the History of Adoption

Ellen Herman is professor of history 
at the University of Oregon.

Paper, $25.00

Kinship by Design
A History of Adoption in the Modern United States

Ellen Herman


