available on-line at www.uoregon.edu/~wright

THIRD ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRYPTOGRAMS

(FIRST YEAR DIDN'T COUNT)

So here's how it works. Each of the numbered messages below has been encoded from some
original English text by replacing one letter consistently by another throughout the message.
Thus, for example, GLOOMY TIME could turn into CHEERS WORK, with G becoming C, L
becoming H, etc. Different messages have different encodings. Your job is to discover the
original messages. Sometimes a word in the encoded message gives a hint about the true
message. Long messages are often easier to decode than short ones, because there are likely to be
common words in them, such as “the,” “and,” etc. The messages are not necessarily listed in
order of increasing difficulty. The first few messages have a Christmas theme; they get more
secular later. Good luck, and have fun.

Answers are available from wright@uoregon.edu.

1. E KESZ UOCKH,

T

KA YHBDY BDA IDOCKHSZ YKOUOUC,;
OH OY HKA UOCKH
EM END TABD YBPOED'Y IODHK!

SEUC SBZ HKA REDST

Ou YOuU BUT ADDED XOUOUC,
HOSS KA BXXABDAT

BUT HKA YENS MASH OHY REDHK.

— TROCKH & BTBW

2. NYALWF EL TNUL TLNKR BY THAT
FELLOWS FHYAHYA B’'LK OTL TIWNHYF
R OTL PBGYONHYF HY KLIWS,
LMTBHYA OTLHK VBSBGF FOKNHYF.

— INLNY OB LMTBWBMNOHBY
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11. G THUD EWHHCY BORGE BWTCR EPGETCHR
FSUYOEC BUSC CIIR, WHY ZWELUSN DUSTCSR
FSUYOEC BUSC; MOL PUD BOEP BUSC EWH
LPCN ICL UOL UZ NUO UH WH CKCAWLUS? -
AGELUS MUSTIC

12. FTA FWUMOSA DEFT DUWJR ER FTXF NUM
BAZAW IBUD DTURA PUMFTR FTAN'ZA OAAB

13. MATH WHAWOH SUCH U THEQUO SAXBLAE
AN XURBYM LHXA, UER PUOO BQ QSHBX

WABE AN CBHG — RUCBR SBODHXAQ

14 USK NEF'H RO E MOED NSKFHMU KFDOGG
UuskK ZEPO E ROOM EFT EF EWMDWFO,; WH
ZODLG WA USK ZEPO GSIO VWFT SA E
ASSHREDD HOEI, SM GSIO FKNDOEM
JOELSFG, RKH EH HZO POMU DOEGH USK
FOOT E ROOM - AMEFV BELLE
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