analytical methods in morphology and syntax

practice problems #7
Due Friday, August 8", 2003

(10% of the grade on assignment #7 depends on timely completion of these problems)

exercise 7.4: Dyirbal

From Dixon, 1972 and 1994

1. numa banagan’u yabugu ‘Father returned to mother.’
2. yabu banagan’u ‘Mother returned.’

3. nana banagan’u numangu ‘We all returned to father.’
4. n’urra banagan’u ‘You all returned.’

5. n’urra nanana buran ‘You all saw us.’

6. nana n’urrana buran ‘We all saw you all.’

7. yabu numangu buran ‘Father saw mother.’

8. numa yabungu buran ‘Mother saw father.’

9. nYurrana yabungu buran ‘Mother saw you all.’

10. nanana numangu buran ‘Father saw us.’

11. nana buralnan’u numangu ... ‘we all saw father.’

12. nYurra buralnan’u yabugu ... ‘you all saw mother.’
13. yabu buralnan’u numangu . .. ‘mother saw father.’
14. numa buralnan’u yabugu . . . ‘father saw mother.’

Note: Examples like 11 through 14 are usually only used in conjunction with other
clauses, as reflected by the three dots. However, they are fully grammatical on
their own.

A. On a separate page, describe the system for organizing grammatical
relations employed in Dyirbal.



B. What valence-decreasing device or devices do you see operating in these
data? Give evidence for any claims you make.



exercise 7.5: Evenki
from Nedjalkov (1997)

A. Where is Evenki spoken? How many speakers are there?

B. In the following examples, several morphemes are glossed with capital letters
rather than meaningful glosses. Please provide a reasonable glosses for each of
these morphemes, and give evidence for your answer:

Morpheme: Gloss: Evidence:
-me
-pken

-va

-Ki

C. What type of valence adjusting construction is operating in these data? Please
be specific (give the functional category, and the process involved):

1. a.Asatkan suru-re-n ‘The girl went away.’
go.away-past-3sg

b. Atyrkan asatkan-me suru-pken-e-n.
-ME -PKEN-past-3sg
‘The old woman made the girl go away.’

2. a.Beje emeren ‘The man came.’
b.Beje moo-l-va eme-v-re-n ‘The man brought the trees.’
tree-pl-VA -V
3. a.Tyge d’alup-ta-n ‘The cup filled.’

become.full-past-3sg

b.Asatkan tyge-ve d’alup-ki-ra-n. ‘The girl filled the cup.’
-VE -Kl-past-3sg



Ebembe

by Myra Adamson

1. Atondo asalanga. Atondo writes.

2.  Atondo abamona bana. Atondo sees the children.

3. Bana bammona Atondo. The children see Atondo.

4.  Atondo ammona. Atondo sees him/her

5.  Atondo asalanga lusalango. Atondo writes a letter.

6. Atondo asalangile lusalango. Atondo wrote a letter.

7. Atondo asalangile lusalango na bana.  Atondo wrote a letter for the children.

8. Lusalango lusalangwa na Atondo. The letter is written by Atondo.

9. Lusalango lusalangwile na Atondo.

10. Atondo abasalangilile bana lusalango.  Atondo wrote the children a letter.

11. Bana basalangwila lusalango na Atondo. The children are written a letter for
by Atondo.

12. Bana basalangwilile lusalango na Atondo. The children were written a letter
for by Atondo.

13. Lusalango lusalangwa na Atondo na bana. The letter is written by Atondo for
the children.

14. Atondo abasalangisha bana lusalango. Atondo makes/lets the children
write a letter.

15. Bana basalangishwa lusalango na Atondo.

16. Bana basalangisha kalamu lusalango.  The children write a letter with a pencil.

A. Translate numbers 9 and 15 into English.

B. What are the grammatical properties of Subjects in Ebembe? Of Objects?
(i.e., how can you identify what the subject and the object are?)



C. Write rules to describe any morphophonemic variation you see in the verb
prefixes and suffixes.

D. There are four verb suffixes in these data. Identify each suffix, and describe its
function. Give the evidence for your claims.



