of over § 600 on

land, to the Rus- -
sian border. Here, the
Jewish population of
nearly 2

of its world famous
rabbinical “university”,
the Mir Yeshivah.

But when Germany
invaded the Soviet
Union in 1941, the Jews
of Mir became the first
victims of the nazi ter-
ror, forced hard labour,
hostage-takings and
other extermination
erations — which in-
41 cluded a mass killing
on November 7, 1941.
And, in May 1942 the
gbetto was established
in the ruins of the
Mirsky Castle. The
Jewlsh population was

then about 800..-Amon
them, a small group of
refugees from other
a‘xl'ts of Poland, who

intensely involved in
the act vlties of the
ghetto, G

Buta chnee moeﬁng
between SS-man Os-

Oswald ordered Res-
nik to his office and
then asked: Why don't
m me with “Sha-

Don't you recog-
nise me? 1 am your
friend from the Zionist
movement in Cracow?

Berl pearly fainted.
THE REAL
1 - OSWALD . |

FEARFULLY, Berl
looked again, fearing a
trick. But, some mibn-
utes later, he said, yes!.
Now be remembered
the young, tall, blond
fellow with blue eyes,
ing. ‘who spoke. beavt

uti-

Polish, knew Ger-

{ mn ald was well
‘versed in Hebrew!.

" Oswald ::lled. and
he wamn't SS at all.

{ He explained. .

i} some time before on his -
way to Mir, he found -

iﬁh-a . .
the map of Eastern Po-

-When he left Cracow

Gemun papers lying in
-a bundle by the road-
side. Of the German,
there was Bo sign.

He picked them up,-

and suddenly realised
the man described fit-
ted himself perfectly.
He was bl and tall
“Aryan”. There was
no reason not to use
them. So he him-
:;‘{f off as a German
joined an organisa-
tion of civilian helpers.
Later he said, he told
the authorities that his
parents, now dead,
were of
They were !mpmud
by the tall blond “Ary-
an” and he was recruit-
ed to e police. He was
trained the SS and
because of his know-

&
B
g
4
2
£

ro-..

y
forthcoming “liquida-
tion” of the ghetto.

He moved fast. His-
instructions to

the men
"he had trained secretly
by night was that they

must arrange a mass

exodus of Jews to the

nearest forest. In the.

meantime, in his SS sta-
tus, Oswald proclaimed
the hetto to be of “use.
ful Jews", arranged for
work on the roads and
"enlarged the estab-
lishe

thtim

. TO THE
FOREST
THEN one Frida

Augnstdﬂz. O:wal({ got -
his orders: * -
shetto. annihilate the

ews All wmun a

lmmedutely be in-

structed the ghetto par-".

tisans to get people}’
‘ready to leave on the’

i
E

workshops of -
craftsmen. It bought .

Sunday.- They must

- move south towards the
forest.. He would take

- his police force towards
" the porth in a false

. In the ghcm
tisans tried to
others to come with

- them. Many refused,

-pot Dbelieving the

the young to
e and
three mll children re-

mained. Some did not .
- want to leave their par- .

. - ents; arguments, per-
suasion did not help.

Only about 250, in small -

. r left the ghetto
to the Naluboki and
- Wolozin forests. -

* OSWALD .

" INTERROGATED
. BUT Oswald was in
- trouble. SS Divisional
Headquaters
Branowicze were suspi-
cious and a high rank-
ing SS-officer arrived
to lntemfate Oswalid.
How could so many
Jews just disappear .
into thin air? he was
asked. ’

Oswald made ex-
cuses. But he knew his
‘end — at the hands of
the Gstapo could be

Left alone in his of-

- fice, he -grabbed a gun
and leaped through the

chased, he managed to
reach a Catholic mon-
on the outskirts

.of town, where nuns
N mhed to help him to

i:ft:a.mon:p.l.a;e;;

. '»'::fm to come. The.
rabbi, Eli Boruch, -
however, enconrueld .
o, al- .

in -

.open window into a -
nearby tall cornfield.

order to blowap a train
with German soldiers
on board. He did just

that — that he

.Was no spy.

.OSWARD

IS GONE
IN June 1 the Red
Army liberated Mir and
Oswald was gelcomed
by the survivors. He
tayed with Mike Bres-
lin and -others who
came back to Mir from
the forests. :
But one day} Oswald

‘just vanished. | everio'

be heard f
When Bresliff settled
in South Afflca he
learnt that Oswald had
been seen in Cracow
as a
‘In 1969 Breshin was

o n e te i

established the Jewish ghetto
EFY: Father Danlel — Jewish
cn, ox Ss-omcor Oswald.

tend a reunion of Jew- )
. .ish Resistance fighters."-

. He was told there -
that Oswald was in Hai-
‘fa, in a Carmelite Mon-
astery — and he was
now as Brother

- Danjel.

It seemed he had

' made a
. nuns who had helped

him in Mir to devote °
religion

Breslin went to Haifa
— and there be was

warmly welcomed by
man he thonght was
dead. -

they bave -metvten"-
‘times.

Asked about his ex-
loits in the forest,
reslin modestly says: .

2! *] did what I had to do.
- to avenge the murder. -

'of innocent men and

XAVIER
PIAT
by -

L MIKE <5
... BRESLIN;,"
a Capetonian -
~who was a--
partisan
in the ",
forests .-
of .
Eastern
Poland..

' women. Now, as a sur-

. vivor of the Holocaust I

‘-make it duty to see
Oswald, a Jew at heart,
—"also a survivor — -

-who kept his promise.” -




