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ances with the Oregon Symphony and many other orchestras in Oregon
including the Oregon Mozart Players. Finch also has given many recitals
throughout Oregon and in Seattle as a winner of the Northwest Young
Artists Series at the Battelle Research Center. In Portland, outside of his
duties with the Oregon Symphony, Finch is an active chamber musician
and teacher. Along with his wife Lynne he has been on the faculty of the
summer camp programs at both the University of Oregon and Oregon State
University. He is also the principal cellist with the Ernest Bloch Festival in
Newport, Oregon.

Victor Steinhardt  has performed extensively as soloist with orchestras, in
solo recitals, and in chamber ensembles. He has been a featured artist at the
Oregon Bach Festival, the Mohawk Trails Concerts in Massachusetts, the
San Luis Obispo Mozart Festival in California, Chamber Music Northwest
in Oregon, and Bargemusic in New York. Steinhardt has collaborated in
chamber music with many outstanding musicians, among whom are cellist
Leonard Rose,  violinists Arnold Steinhardt, Ida Kavafian, Stephanie
Chase, and Pamela Frank, clarinetist David Shifrin, flutist Ransom Wilson,
and the Penderecki, Peterson, Angeles, Lafayette, and Guarneri String
Quartets. Steinhardt’s recordings include David Schiff’s Scenes from
Adolescence (Delos),  songs of Bartok and Kodaly (Vox-Turnabout), and
works by Robert Fuchs for viola/violin with piano (Biddulph). As a
composer, Steinhardt has received wide acclaim  for several of his works.
Available from TownHall Records is a new recording of his works entitled
Sonata Boogie (THCD-52; orders: 1-800-327-4212).

Gregory Mason teaches the accompanying degree programs and chamber
music at the University of Oregon School of Music. Among many recitals
in the US and abroad, he has performed in Barcelona, Madrid, Hamburg,
Lisbon, tours of South and Central America, at the United Nations, the
Casals Festival, Festival International de la Cultura, the Yale Collection of
Historic Instruments, Wildwood Festival, OFAM, the UO’s Festival of the
Millennium and a PBS recital with baritone William Warfield. As an
accompanist and coach in New York City, Mason was pianist for the
American Music Competition at Carnegie Hall, the Vincent La Selva opera
classes at Juilliard and a master class with Placido Domingo at the
Metropolitan Opera. Critic Will Crutchfield praised his “characterful and
interesting playing” after a Carnegie Recital Hall performance. Mason
returned to that hall in 1999 for a recital with Grammy-winning soprano
Susan Dunn. He coached actress Linda Lavin for the Emmy-winning NBC
movie, Lena, My Hundred Children, was a coach at Virginia Opera, and has
given master classes at universities in the US and overseas. Mason has also
taught at the University of Central Arkansas, Millikin University, the
College of William and Mary, and the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music.
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Quartet Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
for Piano and Strings, K. 493 (dates)

Allegro
Larghetto
Allegretto

Suite Populaire Espagnole Manuel de Falla
El Paño moruno (1876-1946)
Nana
Canción
Polo
Asturiana
Jota

INTERMISSION

Variations on a British Air Livingston Gearhart
Theme (1916-1996)
Handel
Haydn
Chopin
Debussy

Suite for String Trio adapted by Livingston Gearhart
Prelude
Bouree
Sarabande
Preludio

Serenade for String Trio, Op. 10 Erno v. Dohnanyi
Marcia (1877-1960)
Romanza
Scherzo
Tema con variazioni
Rondo

ABOUT TONIGHT’S ARTISTS

Fritz Gearhart joined the University of Oregon string faculty in 1998,
teaching violin and chamber music and performing regularly with the
Oregon String Quartet. Representing the third generation of professional
musicians in his family, Gearhart received his master’s degree and the
prestigious Performer’s Certificate from the Eastman School of Music,
where he studied with Donald Weilerstein. Earlier studies were at the Hartt
School of Music, where Gearhart worked with Charles Treger and members
of the Emerson Quartet. Gearhart has performed in major concert halls
around the country, including Alice Tully Hall, Carnegie Recital Hall, and
the 92nd Street Y, as well as the Terrace Theater at the Kennedy Center.
Gearhart has performed in major halls around the country, including five
performances in Carnegie Hall’s recital hall since 1998. He has eight
compact disc releases to his credit, the most recent of which comes out on
the Koch label in April 2002, featuring music of African-American composer
William Grant Still. Gearhart has been heard frequently on live broadcast
performances and nationally syndicated programs, including “Performance
Today” on National Public Radio.

Leslie Straka is associate professor of viola and chair of the string department
at the University of Oregon. She has been a featured artist at chamber music
and orchestra festivals throughout the United States and Europe. She
received a D.M.A. from Arizona State University and has studied viola
with William Magers, Walter Trampler, and Paul Doktor. In 1978, Straka
was awarded first place in the Collegiate Artist Competition of the Arizona
Music Teachers Association, and was the national first place winner of the
1979 National Federation of Music Clubs Competition. Prior to joining the
University of Oregon faculty in 1987, she was an assistant professor at the
University of Miami.

Kenneth Finch is teaching cello class this year for Professor Steve Pology
while he is on sabbatical. Finch is currently working as a member of the
Oregon Symphony. He began studying privately and in weekly master
classes with Robert Hladky at the University of Oregon. At 17, he was
appointed principal cellist of the Eugene Symphony. He was a three-time
winner of the Ruth Lorraine Close Scholarship Award and two-time
winner of the University Concerto Competition. In 1981 Finch entered the
Eastman School of Music in New York, where he studied with and was
teaching assistant to Robert Sylvester. At Eastman, he received chamber
music training from members of the Cleveland Quartet and won a National
Endowment for the Arts chair in the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra.
Finch participated in master classes with Janos Starker, has participated as
a cellist in a master class with the pianist and pedagogue Gyorgy Sebok. In
addition, he has been coached by Ronald Leonard and Gabor Rejto in Los
Angeles, CA. Among Finch’s concerto performances are multiple appear-


