


Global Encounters
Newsletter of the UO Department of International Studies

Page

2

Nate Glatkowski 
(BA, 2007)
     Nate graduated from the University 
of Oregon in 2007, then spent a year 
farming and doing forest conservation 
work in Hawaii. While there, he mar-

ried fellow ISP grad, Lele. Last year, the couple moved to Wash-
ington D.C. where Nate worked as a research assistant for the 
Center for Defense Information.
     After helping CDI with a project in India, Nate took a job as 
operations manager for Global Zero, a new international disar-
mament group. Nate says his experience in the Navy and his IS 
education gave him the experience to succeed immediatley in his 
new job. 
     Global Zero is aggressively using a three-pronged approach 
that focuses on commissioning papers, track-2 diplomacy and a 
public campaign.The group has already generated 150 signato-
ries, including 12 former heads of state and almost 20,000 on-
line signatures through Facebook. Nate is þrmly dedicated to his 
work with Global Zero and calls on all IS alumni to òact now to 
eliminate nuclear weaponsó by going to: http://www.globalzero.
com.
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Lele Kimble (BA, 2007)
     After graduating from the International Studies department in 
2007 with a focus on international development, Lele moved to 
Hawaii with Nate to work in tropical forestry and native habitat 
restoration. After moving to Washington, D.C., Lele initially was 
hired by a small NGO, focusing on international agricultural de-
velopment. After a few months, she decided to shift her focus to 
conservation work.
    In January, Lele joined Conservation Internationalõs policy arm 
as an administrative coordinator and has supported workshops 
focusing on a rights-based approach to conservation policy. In 

the future, Lele sees herself combining 
her interests by working to integrate a 
conservation and sustainability-based 
approach to development. 

Brent Rennison (BA, 1990)
     Brent graduated from the University of Oregon in 1990 with 
an emphasis in Chinese studies. He immediately went to work 
with a consular affairs ofþce in Seattle. After that experience, 

he wanted to help people deal with the govern-
ment and its bureaucracy and went to law school 
at the University of Hawaii. He became inter-
ested in immigration law and also helped start 
the Paciþc Asian Legal Studies Program, which 
would eventually become an LLM program. 
During law school, he also was a fellow at the 
prestigious East-West Center, where he studied 
under renowned China scholar Michael Oxen-

berg. After graduating, he got his þrst job with a small law þrm 
that utilized his legal training and his background in International 
Studies and Chinese. 
     In 1996, he moved to Portland, where he has been practicing 
law for the last 15 years. Now as a partner with Tonkon Torp, 
Brent has received national recognition for his work to repeal the 
òWidowõs Penaltyó policy, a law that deports immigrant widows 
after their husbands die if they have not already become legal 
U.S. citizens. Brent has made the project his passion, devoting 
nearly 300 hours of pro bono work a year to the cause while 
representing more than 30 widows. In addition to his efforts to 
lobby congress to change the governmentõs policy of automati-
cally rejecting widowsõ requests for citizenship, Brent has also 
þled a class action lawsuit to force the Department of Homeland 
Security to change its policy. Brent encourages alumni from the 
IS to visit the causeõs website at http://www.ssad.org.

Kim Giusti (BA, 2004)
     Kim graduated from the University of Oregon in 2004.  While 
at the UO, she focused on Law, Diplomacy, and IR Studies and 
Europe and spent much of her time studying abroad in Germany.  

After graduation, she participated in the Interna-
tionale-Parlaments-Stipendium (IPS) program 
at the German National Parliament and received 
a Fulbright grant to Vienna, Austria.  She has in-
terned for the United Nations, American Embas-
sies in Vienna and Beijing, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of State.     	
     Kim graduated from Georgetown University 

with a Masterõs in German and European Studies in 2008 on a 
Thomas Pickering Foreign Affairs Fellowship.   After graduation, 
she joined the Foreign Service to fulþll the requirements of the 
Pickering fellowship.  Kim is currently on her þrst consular tour 
in Bern, Switzerland and òloving life.ó At the Embassy, Kim ad-
judicates foreign visas and provides services to Americans trav-
eling abroad.   Although she loves Switzerland, she is deþnitely 
looking forward to where her career will take her next.
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