
 

HIST 106: THE MODERN WORLD 
Prof. Ian F. McNeely – University of Oregon – Spring 2008 

 
CRN: 32338 
Meeting times: MWF 12:00-12:50 in 100 WIL plus one-hour weekly sections 
Email: imcneely@uoregon.edu 
Phone: 541-346-4791 
Office hours: MW 1:00-2:00 or by appointment in 319 MCK 
Web: http://www.uoregon.edu/~imcneely 
 
 

Descr iption 
 
Crack open a world atlas. Scan the row of flags outside the United Nations. Peruse 
today’s newspaper headlines. We tend to think of the world as a patchwork quilt of 
nations, each the repository of a distinct culture, society, and history. But this is by no 
means a natural or inevitable way of dividing up humanity, nor is it a very old one. 
 
As late as 1900, empires covered huge swaths of the world’s territory; some were in 
retreat, but others were still expanding aggressively. Only after a series of bitter struggles 
did “empire” become a dirty word and the principle of national self-determination 
establish itself. But this seemingly simple idea has been remarkably difficult to realize in 
practice, right up through our own times. In this course, we want to understand why. 
 
This syllabus is formally organized around the nation-state: we proceed country by 
country, decade by decade through the twentieth century. But we will resist treating 
nations as natural or inevitable expressions of human political aspirations. Instead we will 
explore a series of political experiments whose scope was always global, not national: 
imperialism, communism, nationalism, decolonization, modernization, and globalization. 
 
Each week, we isolate one nation for scrutiny, but only in order to shed light on the 
fortunes of one or more of these experiments. We end with a question of contemporary 
relevance: is the nation-state destined to survive our current era of “globalization?” 
 
 

Requirements 
 

• Midterm exam on Mon. 5/5 in class (20%) 
• Final exam on Fri. 6/13 at 10:15 in our classroom (20%) 
• 5-6 pp. term paper due in week 9’s section (25%) 
• Section assignments during weeks 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, and 10 (35%) 

 
Term papers should focus on the success or failure of one of the “experiments” listed 
above in one nation of your choosing not found on the syllabus. More details will be 
given in class and at http://www.uoregon.edu/~imcneely/106/termpapers.pdf. Sections 
for weeks 6, 7, and 9 will be devoted to preparing for and discussing the papers. 
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Readings 
 

• A coursepack (see p. 6 below for contents) 
• Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis 
• Paul Rusesabagina, An Ordinary Man 

 
Readings will be on sale at the UO Bookstore and on two-hour reserve at Knight Library. 
 

Policies 
 
1. Section assignments, whether short papers or in-class quizzes, require you to do the 
relevant reading well in advance. Each will be graded as a straight A, B, C, D, or F. Good 
participation in section (or lack thereof) may add a + or a – to your recorded grade. 
 
2. To receive credit for a given assignment, you must attend the relevant section. 
Once—and only once—you may miss a section and arrange with your GTF to submit a 
make-up. Further absences will only be excused in cases of documented emergency. 
 
3. One-page papers due in section should be single-spaced; the term paper should be 
double-spaced. All papers should use 12-point font with 1.25” (or smaller) margins. Put 
your name, the date, your GTF’s name, and a paper title all on one line. 
 
4. In the term paper, provide footnotes for any ideas or quotations not original to you and 
not common knowledge. Anything covered in lecture counts as common knowledge. 
Footnote formats for books and articles are as follows (the author’s first name goes first): 
 
 Author, Book Title (City of publication: Publisher, Year), Pages. 
 Author, “Article Title,” Journal Title Volume (Month Year): Pages. 
 
5. DO NOT CITE WEB PAGES OR RELY ON THEM FOR YOUR RESEARCH. 
 
6. Plagiarism, defined by the University as “the inclusion of someone else’s product, 
words, ideas, or data as one’s own work,” will be punished harshly. 
 
7. Lecture slides will be posted for two weeks at http://www.uoregon.edu/~imcneely/106. 
Other resources may be posted there too, and accessible by keywords given out in lecture. 
 
 

Schedule (* denotes a guest lecture) 
 

PART I: IMPERIALISM 
 
1. Br itain in the 1900s 
 
Britain’s global political and financial empire invited other nations to scramble for their 
own colonies, but this scramble was discredited by German defeat in World War I. 
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(3/31) Introduction 
(4/2) Where the sun never set: the British Empire 
(4/4) New places in the sun: imperial rivalries 

 
 Section: Read coursepack items 1, 2, and 3 and come to section prepared to 

discuss how you take notes on and/or underline what you read. 
 
 
2. Russia in the 1910s 
 
World War I sparked a communist revolution in Russia, creating a new Soviet Union 
founded on a rejection of the capitalism and imperialism of the West. 
 

(4/7) World War I and the Bolshevik revolution 
 (4/9) Lenin vs. Wilson on imperialism 
 (4/11) Communist utopia in theory and practice (*Julie Hessler) 
  
 Section: Read coursepack items 4a through 4d and write a one-page plan for a 

new kind of big-city apartment building suitable for communist living. 
 
 

PART II: NATIONALISM 
 
3. China in the 1920s 
 
The Versailles settlement envisioned a new world of self-determining nation-states, its 
principles and its inequities alike fueling nationalism (and communism) in China. 
 
 (4/14) Versailles and the May Fourth movement 
 (4/16) Making modern citizens 
 (4/18) The young Mao and rural China 
 
 Section: Read coursepack items 5a through 5f and write a one-page answer to the 

question “Is communism right for China?” from the perspective of the 1920s. 
 
 
4. Germany in the 1930s 
 
Reaction against Versailles, capitalism’s collapse, and new forms of nationalist 
mobilization fueled the rise of the Nazis, who with Japan started another world war. 
 
 (4/21) The Great Depression and capitalism’s collapse (*Daniel Pope) 
 (4/23) The Nazi seizure of power 
 (4/25) The racial state and the Holocaust 
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 Section: QUIZ on coursepack items 6 and 7. 
  
 

PART III: DECOLONIZATION 
 
5. India in the 1940s 
 
Victory in war saw Britain shed its empire in Asia, with India forming the world’s largest 
democracy and heralding a movement of decolonization at the outset of the Cold War. 
 
 (4/28) World War II and its aftermath in Asia 
 (4/30) Gandhi’s career in the British Empire 
 (5/2) Partition: Muslims and Hindus (*Randy McGowen) 
 
 Section: Read coursepack items 8 and 9a through 9d and write a one-page answer 

to the question “Should India be partitioned?” Be prepared in class to impersonate 
one of the authors/political leaders you’ll have read. 

 
 
6. Japan in the 1950s 
 
Defeat in war stripped Japan of its Asian empire, the US acting to bolster Japan’s demo-
cracy and stop communism (now successful in China)—putting decolonization in check. 
 
 
 (5/5) Midterm exam 
 (5/7) “Our job in Japan”: an American Revolution? (*Jeff Hanes) 
 (5/9) Made in Japan: modern consumer capitalism 
 
 Section: Bring a 200-word description of your term paper topic to section. 

Failure to do so will result in a deduction from your  final section grade. 
 
 

PART IV: MODERNIZATION 
 
7. The United States in the 1960s 
 
America’s ongoing rivalry with the Soviet Union entailed an intrusive attempt to promote 
modernization and development in Third World nations—as well as at home in the US. 
 
 (5/12) Containing communism: Cuba and Vietnam 
 (5/14) The Cold War, modernization theory, and the Third World 
 (5/16) Developing America: from civil rights to the Great Society 
 

Section: Your GTF may assign brief written work to be done on your term paper. 
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8. I ran in the 1970s 
 
Backlash against American manipulation in a volatile and complex Middle East sparked 
a revolution in Iran hostile to Western modernity and founded on fundamentalist Islam. 
 
 (5/19) Land, religion, and oil in the Middle East 
 (5/21) The Islamic Revolution 
 (5/23) Women and modern Islam 
 
 Section: QUIZ on Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis (entire). 
 
 

PART V: COMMUNISM 
 
9. The Vatican in the 1980s 
 
Another global religion, Catholicism, confronted both by capitalism’s neglect of social 
development and by communism’s moral bankruptcy, swung decisively against the latter. 
 
 (5/26) Memorial Day holiday 
 (5/28) Liberation theology in Latin America (*Carlos Aguirre) 
 (5/30) An anticommunist from Eastern Europe: John Paul II 
 
 Section: TERM PAPERS DUE IN SECTION. 
 
 
10. The United Nations in the 1990s 
 
The collapse of communism was marked by a resurgence of ethnic and religious conflict, 
revealing the limits of both the nation-state and the international community. 
 
 (6/2) The end of the Cold War: euphoria and neglect 
 (6/4) Genocides contrasted: Yugoslavia and Rwanda 
 (6/6) Globalization and the future of the nation-state 
 
 Section: QUIZ on Paul Rusesabagina, An Ordinary Man (entire). 
 
 
FINAL EXAM: Fri. 6/13 at 10:15 in our classroom. 
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Coursepack 
 
1. From The Queen’s Empire: A Pictorial and Descriptive Record (1897), reprinted 

in Antoinette Burton (ed.), Politics and Empire in Victorian Britain: A Reader 
(New York: Palgrave, 2001), 278-9 

 
2. Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden” (1899) 
 
3. J.A. Hobson, Imperialism: A Study (London: Allen & Unwin, 1902), 223-43 
 
4. William G. Rosenberg (ed.), Bolshevik Visions: First Phase of the Cultural 

Revolution in Soviet Russia (Ann Arbor: Ardis, 1984), 33-7, 55-61, 79-88, 96-106 
 

(a) V.I. Lenin, “Tasks of the Youth Leagues (Bourgeois and Communist Morality)” 
(b) N. Bukharin, “Bringing up the Young Generation” 
(c) A. Kollontai, “The Family and the Communist State” 
(d) A. Kollontai, “Make Way for the Winged Eros” 

 
5. Wm. Theodore de Bary and Richard Lufrano (eds.), Sources of Chinese Tradition, 

vol. II (New York: Columbia University Press, 2000), 287-92, 320-3, 351-6, 389-
94, 404-11 

 
 (a) Liang Qichao, “Renewing the People” 

(b) Sun Yat-sen, “The Three People’s Principles” 
(c) Chen Duxiu, “The Way of Confucius and Modern Life” 
(d) He Zhen, “What Women Should Know About Communism” and “Women’s Revenge” 

 (e) Li Dazhao, “The Victory of Bolshevism” 
(f) Mao Zedong, “Report on an Investigation of the Hunan Peasant Movement” 

 
6. Michael Burleigh  and Wolfgang Wippermann, “Barbarism Institutionalized: 

Racism as State Policy,” The Racial State: Germany, 1933-1945 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1991), 44-73 

 
7. Christopher Browning, “One Day in Józefów: Initiation to Mass Murder,” in The 

Path to Genocide: Essays on Launching the Final Solution (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1992), 169-83 

 
8. Louis Fisher (ed.), The Essential Gandhi: An Anthology of His Writings on His 

Life, Work, and Ideas (New York: Vintage, 2002), 143-7, 164-72, 264-7 
 
9. Stephen Hay (ed.), Sources of Indian Tradition, vol. II (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1988), 228-31, 243-9, 289-95, 327-9 
 
 (a) Muhammed Ali Jinnah, “Hindus and Muslims: Two Separate Nations” 
 (b) “Mahatma Gandhi: Nationalist India’s ‘Great Soul’” 
 (c) Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, “The Glories of the Hindu Nation” 
 (d) Bhim Rao Ambedkar, “Partition India into Hindustan and Pakistan” 
  
 


