General:  (NOTE: estimated number of languages is over 6,000)


What is a language family?





Can we find a single "mother tongue" (source, or proto-language) for all languages spoken today?





What is a systematic correspondence?   What is the comparative method?





What is a proto-language?  What is a daughter language?





What is a reconstructed language?





What is borrowing?  How does it complicate determing relationships between languages?





What is a language isolate?





What is the Nostratic Hypothesis?





How far back do most linguists believe we can scientifically reconstruct language ancestry?





Europe:


	Why is Sir William Jones important to Linguistics? (India in 1780)





	What geographical area does the Indo-European family cover?





	How many sub-families, and how many languages compose Indo-European?





	How long ago was Proto-Indo-European spoken?





	How long ago was Old English spoken?  Middle English?





	To what language family does Basque belong?





Asia:


	How many people speak a Sino-Tibetan language?





	With what larger family does Thai connect?





Americas:


	How many distinct languages likely once existed within the Salishan family?  Where is this family located?





	What was the effect of boarding schools on the Salishan languages?





	How many languages and language families are hypothesized to have once existed in the Americas?





	Why is it so difficult to understand the language family picture of the Americas?





	What is Joseph Greenberg's hypothesis for the Americas?


	


	How well is this hypothesis accepted by the scientific community?








Africa:  NOTE:  Nearly 2,000 languages exist on the African continent (not 1,000).


	What is Joseph Greenberg's hypothesis about language families for the African continent?





	Where is the Bantu language family found?  What is its relation to the Niger-Congo family?
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