Ling 290, Fall 2007

Homework Set 8
D. Payne

For your homework (due Friday, Nov. 30 in class) briefly answer each of the following questions.  You may use information from In Search of the First Language (the Nova program we watched in class Monday, Knight Library call number VT 3686), or Finegan Chapters 13 & 14.
1.  What are cognates?  Illustrate your answer using one example of a set of cognates from at least three Indo-European languages.
2.  Study Table 13-10 on page 442 of Finegan ("Common Words in Six Indic Languages").  

     (a)  First, list any borrowings or other non-cognates in the table; briefly discuss why you think they may be borrowings.
     (b) Now exclude what you think may be borrowings/non-cognates from further consideration.  In the remaining data, identify and list three systematic correspondence sets found in this table.
3.  Describe the comparative method and/or comparative reconstruction.
4.  What is a proto-language?  What is a daughter language?
5. Do exercise 13-5, parts a. and b. (pp. 462 of Finegan).
6. Do exercise 14-1 (pp. 495-496 of Finegan)
NOTE: Also use the Study Guide from In Search of the First Language to help you study issues in historical linguistics, in preparation for the final exam.
