Ling 290, D. Payne Homework 5 Fall 2007

1. Classical Nahuatl

In many languages, a whole sentence can be exdregibea single word. (These are typically
calledagglutinative languages — see p. 54 of the Finegan readingg.i$iue in Classical
Nahuatl, the language of the Aztec Empire thatrighed in what is now Mexico between 1325
and 1522 CE. Assume the following data is preseimt@thonemic (not phonetic) form; andi:
represent long "0" and long "i" sounds. Dividelte&lahuatl word into its morphemes. Then:

(a) List each morpheme, including its form @sdneaning.

» List all the roots together under the heading “VRdwts” (There are no roots of
other parts of speech/lexical categories in thisag

* If any morpheme is a prefix, follow it by a dastg(en-)
* If any morpheme is a suffix, precede it by a dasp.{in)

(b) Fill in the translations for (19) throughj2

Nahuatl word English Traatgin

1. nitfo:ka ‘I cry.’

2. nitfo:kani ‘Iam crying.’

3. ankotfinih ‘You (pl.) are sleeping.’
4. tikotfih ‘We sleep.’

5. kotfija ‘He was sleeping.’

6. kwi:kas ‘He will sing.’

7. ankotfijah ‘You (pl.) were sleeping.’
8. nitfo:kas ‘I will cry.”’

9. tfo:kajah ‘They were crying.’

10. tikot/i ‘You sleep.’

11. antfo:kah ‘You (pl.) cry.’

12. tikotJis ‘You will sleep.’

13. titfo:kajah ‘We were crying.’

14. tfo:ka ‘He cries.’

15. kot/ini ‘He is sleeping.’

16. antfo:kajah ‘You (pl.) were crying.’
17. titfo:kanih ‘We are crying.’

18. kwi:kah ‘They sing.’
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Translate the following into English:

19. tikwi:kani
20. nikwi:kaja
21. tfo:kanih

Now translate the following English sentences f@tassical Nahuatl:

22. ‘They sleep.’
23. ‘I will sleep.’
24. ‘You will cry.’

2. Exercise2-12 from Finegan (pp. 66-67); do all partsof the exercise Before doing this
exercise, make sure you first read “Using ComputeStudy Words”, on pp. 62 of Finegan. (In
part a. of 2-12, fill in “conjunction” for the legal category of the English woethd.)

3. Exercise 4-13 from Finegan (pp. 134). Don't worry about the term "underlying form" — just
address the question about which form is more basing reasoning and logic to justify your
answer.

4. Exercise4-14 from Finegan (p. 135). I'm telling you up-front here that the voicelgsdatal
fricative and the voiceless velar fricative areamplementary distribution. (i) Answer the
guestion about whether they correspond to disphonemes or are allophones of a single
phoneme. (ii) Explaimvhy the complementary distribution is articulatorilptivated. (You
might want to review your notes about Panare Ngsaksented in class, and review the

discussion of Korean fricatives [s] affd from Homework set 3.)



