LING 290, Fall 2007, D. Payne

Homework Set 1: Due Monday, October 2

Read all of Finegan Chapter 1 before doing the homework.   Exercises labeled like "1-3" are from Finegan 2008, 5th edition, end of chapter 1.
1. Choose only one of the following web sites and browse it for a few minutes.  Indicate which of the two sites you visited, and write a short paragraph in your own words, describing something you have learned from it.  (Do not plagiarize by lifting material straight from the site.)

(1) http://commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb/browser.htm
(2) http://www.lsadc.org/ : About the middle of the page there is a link that says 
 
“Click here for more information about the discipline of linguistics.”  Click on it and
 
browse either "FAQs" or the "Domain of Linguistics" links.
2.  Visit the following web site:  http://www.ethnologue.com .  You'll see a button that says "Browse the web version". Click that link, choose one country on the site, and write a brief paragraph describing something you have learned.  (Again, do not plagiarize.)

3.  Listen to the following NPR interview with linguist Catherine Ball: http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1143584 . (Note that the Georgetown website mentioned in the interview does not appear to be available.) Using information from the NPR interview plus the Finegan chapter, write a clear paragraph arguing for whether human language uses (a) representational (iconic) word forms, or (b) arbitrary word forms, for naming the sounds that cows and dogs make.

4. Exercise 1-3.  Do b) and e) I'll sketch an answer for characteristic a) as an example for you.

A linguistic message is ephemeral – that is, it cannot be made to endure.
This is not true for written communication.  Some written messages were produced thousands of years ago; as long as the material on which the message was written survives, and as long as people know the language in question, then the message endures.  However, spoken and signed messages are ephemeral in the sense that once the sound waves or the physical movements are completed, then the form of the message doesn't exist any longer.  The meaning may still exist in the mind of the speaker/signer, or in the mind of the addressee; but unless it is passed on by oral history, it won’t last beyond the memory of the speaker/signer and addressee.
5.  Answer each of the following questions.

(a) Label each of the following for whether it would best be considered a prescriptive or a descriptive statement about English; in each case, justify your answer.
 
i.   Don’t split infinitives. (cf. I want to really learn Greek.)
       ii.  Don’t put nouns before adjectives.  (cf.  tree tall)
 
iii. Use like only as a preposition meaning ‘similar to’ as in This book is like that one.
 

(cf. I was like all sad and wiped out.)

(b) Define ungrammatical as a linguist uses the term.
(c) What is the difference between a speech error (i.e. something that is ungrammatical) and a non-standard dialect?  

(d) Could genuine grammatical errors could lead to a deterioration of moral values?  Explain your answer. 

(e) Do genuine grammatical errors reflect level of intelligence?  Explain your answer.

Note:  The following web site is designed to enrich the Finnegan textbook.  You may wish to look over it, and use it throughout the term to help you review concepts: http://www.thomsonedu.com/english/finegan
(actually, its http://www.heinle.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20b&flag=student&product_isbn_issn=9781413030556&discipline_number=300 )
