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Chagser 16

Ever uince my amval in Louidana, | had tnied to use
my time 10 instruct myselfl in all which was new 1o me, 2ad
apply mysclf woward secking out objoects, the discovery of
which might be uscfal 10 society. | resolved therefore to make
a voyage isto the isterior lands, | lefl my bome in good
coadition, giving orders tomy men, and asking my friends and
neighbors 1o look out for my interests. | readied myself 1o
make & trip into e interior of e to pet 1o know
ihe nsture of the snil =nd all it productioas, and o make
discovenics whach po one kad spoken of; w Mad, if 11 were
posmbic, some tings which no ooe bad scarched for, After all,
one sces pothing without taking the trouble to leave one's
bome, and coc imagiscs that the land is obliged o anticipae
all of man's needs, o preseat (o him all the nches it possesses
ready and prepared, as be would want to have them, without
buying them with the price of kis labor.

I was oblipated, before departing, (o consult with m
old colonist oo the location of several nven, and oo some
knowledge that | wanted 5o as 10 be in greater security at
certain poiots along my route. He referred me, and
communicated my plans, 10 several others, who, like him, had
wanied to come oa the vovage. He told othen aboul me,
becamie | had not permitied him o join my company, but he
gained nothing by revealing my secrel, as | remained
inflexible, and persisted in my resolution in the face of stroog
solicitations, thal one might consider capable of breaking me.
These men no doubt imagined that my fortuse would be made
by means of this journey, and they would bave liked o profit
from what | was able 1o discover, bul they were wrong o
think that way, | travelled for my imstruction and for the
utility of the public, but | wanted 1o be alone 80 m 1o et ol
my convemence, (o examine things at my leisure, 10 go
wherever | winhed, and oo stay for as long s [ might judge

iate. | didn’t wanl any company. not wanting to share
with anyooc te glory of the which | would soqure
and which | promised myselfl from this journcy, My therd
reaion was the example pot of Momsicur de |a Salle [who had
been murdered by motinoes membens of his expedition in
Texms in 1687], they would have no good reason 1o psaassanaie
me, but of Moasieur d¢ 51 Denis, who baving left Mobide
with 25 men, could caly take 10 with him, part of the groep
baving abandoned bim aloag the way at Nachitoches. M. de

5L Denis was 100 prudent to force men to march with him
who could only have bart him, rather than be an advantage.
He could have pumshed them, or forced them 1o march, bot ke
did neither. What would | have dooe, therefore, with hall a
dozen colonists, who might have had their bearts in it when
they joined, but who would not have the will 1o be on their
feet all day, to climb, descend, make rafts 0 cross nvers, sleep
on beds of leaves, bunt for their food, and stll be ready 10 po
oul They would have boea afraid of getting lost, or
'“E:::dfj the sight ul'l:;ﬂd smimal Freochmen do
niol patience, Bof e strong enough, o all
the tools that onc needs as well as one's Fmﬂmn:u?‘hy
woald have begged me o return, because they had not fousd
anything movel, after their manacr of tuaking, they would
have boca disgusied by eating fresh meat from one hand, asd
hnldnﬂl.mm-ﬂhﬂi from the other. Eventually. mot
baving enough autharity ever my travelling companions, |
wolld have been forced (o retmce my steps, or to travel alone
The lint would have been uascceptable. the shame would have
destroyed me; the second was impossible.

The Naturals, on the other hand, are indefstigusble
They are robust and docile. and they have the streagih
pecessary for bunting. You will see by what follows. the
difference betwoen different sons of jons, and that | had
reason (0 prefer one 10 the other. With Frenchmen, | would
ot have been able o do the least of the things that | had
proposed.

I
therefore pitched upon ten Indians, who were indefatipa-
:nI:. robuft, and traftable, and fufliciently Killed in hunt-
ing, & qualification neceflary on fuch journeys 1 ex-
plained to them my whole defign ; told them, we Mheuld
avoid paffing through any inhabited countries, and weuld
take our journcys through fuch a1 were unknown and
uninhabited ; becaule I travelled in order to difcever what
no one before could inform me about. This explication
pleafed them ; and on their part they promifed, 1 (hould
have na reafon to be diffatisfied with them,  But they ob.
jelted, they werc under apprehenfions of lofing themfclves
in coantries they did not know. To remove thefe 2ppre-
heafions, | thewed them a2 marines's compals, which re.
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moved all their difficulties, after I had explained to them
the manner of ufing it, in order to avoid lofing our
way.

We fet out in the month of September, which is the
beflt feafon of the year for beginning a journey in this
country : in the frft place, becaule, during the fummer,
the grafs is too high for travelling ; whereas in the month
of September, the meadows, the grafs of which is then
dry, are [et on fire, and the grnum:l becomes {mooth, and
ealy to walk on: and hence it is, that at this l'.im't,
clouds of lmoke are feen for feveral days tugf:l;h:r to cx-
tend over 2 long track of country ; fometimes to the ex-
tent of between twmr}r and thirty leagues in length, by
two or three leagues in breadth, more or lcfs, according
as the wind fets, and is higher or lower. In the fecand
place, this feafon is the moft commodious for travelling
over thofe countries; becaufe, by means of the rain,
which ordinarily falls after the grafs is burnt, the game
fpread themfelves all over the mecadows, and delight te
feed on the new grals ; which is the reafon why travel-
Jers more eafily find provifions at this time than at any
other. What belides facilitates thefe excurfions in
Autumn, or in the beginning of Winter, is, that all
works in the Relds arc then at an end, or at lealt the hurry
of them is over.

For the hrit days of our journey the game was pretty
rare, becaufe they fhun the neighbourhood of mien ; if
you except the deer, which are (pread all over the country,
their nature being to roam indiffcrently up and downj;
fo that at firft we were obliged to put up with this fare.
We often met with Rights of partridges, which the natives
cannot kill, becaufe they cannot fhoot flying; I killed
fome for a change. The fecond day 1 had a turkey-hen
brought to rezale me, The difeoverer, who killed it, told
me, there were a great many in the fame place, but that
he could do nothing without a dog. T have often heard
of a turkey-chace, but never had an opportunity of being
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at onc: I went with him and took my dog along with me,
(On coming to the [por, we foon defcried the hens, which
pan off with fuch fpeed, that the fwifielt Indian would
Jole his labour in attempting to outrun them, My dog
foon came up with them, which made them take to their
wings, and perch on the next trees; as long as they arg
pot purfued in this manner, they only run, and are foon
out of fight. I came near their place of retreat, killed
the largeft, a fecond, and my dilcoverer a third. We
might have killed the whole flock ; for, while they fec
any men, they never quit the tree they have once perched
pn. Shooting fecares them not, as they only lock at

the bird that drops, and fet vp a timorous cry, as he
falls.

Before [ proceed, it is proper to fay a word concern-
ing my dilcoverers, or fcouts. [ had always three of
them out, ane a-head, and onc on cach hand of me;
commonly diftant a leaguc from me, and 23 much from
each other. Their condition of fcouts prevented not
their carrying each his bed, and provilions for thirty-fix
hours upon occalion. “T'hough thole near my own per-
fon were more loaded, 1 however fent them out, fome-
times one, fometimes another, either to a neighbouring
mountain or valley : fo that I had three or four at leaft,
both on my right and left, who went out to make dif-
coveries a fmall diftance off, 1 did thus, in order to
have nothing to reproach myfelf with, in point of vigis
lance, fince [ had begun to take the trouble of making
difcovenes,

The next bufinefs was, to make ourfelves mutually
underftood, notwithftanding our diftance: we agreed,
therefore, on certain fignals, which are abfolutely ne-
cellary on fuch occafions. Every day, at nine in the
merning, at noon, and at three in the afternoon, we
made a {moke. Thit fignal was the hour marked for
making a thort halt, in order to know, whether the lcouts
followed each other, and whether they were nearly at
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the diftance agreed on. Thefe fmokes werc made at the
hours I mentioned, which are the divifions of the day
according to the Indians, They divide their day into
four equal parts; the firlt cantains the half of the morn-
ing; the fecond is at noon; the third comprizes the
half of the afternoan ; and the fourth, the other half of
the afternoon to the evening. It was according to this
ufage our fignals were mutually made, by which we re-
gulated our courfe, and places of rendezvous,

Chapter 17

We walked for several days without finding anything
which engaged my attention or was relevant to the subject of
my journey; my curiosity was not at all satisfied. On the
other hand, however, this was compensated for by the
charming land that we travelled through, which might justly
inspire the most gifted of landscape painters. My own
imagination was delighted with the sight of the fine
countryside, diversified with large and agreeable meadows and
adormed with thickets planted by the hand of nature. and
interspersed with gentle ridges and dales adomed with woods,
which serve as a retreat for the most timorous animals, as the
buffalo avoid the thickets, where they will get wet from the
abundant dews of this country.

For a long time [ had wanted to kill a buffalo with
my own hands; they meal of those which my travelling
companions killed didn't seem to me as succulent, nor the taste
so fine, as | imagined must be the meat of that which I would
kill. [ declared 1o all that of the first herd of buffalo that we
saw, | would be content to kill just one. A day did not pass
withoul secing several herds, of which the smallest were in
excess of 130 or 150, and therefore | was soon given the
occasion Lo satisfly my wish.

Next morming we espied a herd of upwards of 200.
The wind was as I would have wished, it blew towards us from
the herd, which is a great advantage in this chase, because if
the wind blows from behind one towards the buffalo, they will
scent you ang flee before you can come within gunshot of
them, whereas when the wind blows from the herd towards the
hunters, they do not flee until they can distinguish you by
sight; and then, what greatly favors your coming very near o
them, is that the frizzy hair, which falls between their homs
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and over their eyes is so thick, that it greatly obscures their
vision. [n this manner [ approached within gunshot of them,
and chose the one which | wanted; and | had almost the
temerity to compare myself in this occasion with one of the
patriarchs of the Old Testament, when they designated, in the
midst of their numerous herds, the bull and the goat which
they wanted to sacrifice or to eat for their famuly's dinger.
They took still greater pleasure in this if entertaining guests.

I chose one of the fattest of these buffalo, took aim
at the side of the shoulder, and it fell down dead. The namrals
who watched me were ready to fire, if | should only wound it
lightly, because in the case of such a minor wound, these
animals arc apt to turn on the hunter who has injured them.
When they saw it die from one shot, and all the others take
Might, they said to me, laughing, "You have killed a male.
how are you to make tallow?" I replied that [ had dooe it on
purpose, to teach them the manner of making him good meat,
though a male. T caused his belly 1o be opened quite warm,
the entrails to be taken out directly, the hump, tongue, and
filets 1o be cut out, one of the filets to be laid on the coals,
and a laste given to all; and they agreed thal the meal was
juicy, and of an exquisite flavor.

1 then took occafion to remonftrate to them, that ify
inftead of killing the cows, as was always their cuftom,
they killed the bulls, the difference in point of proht
would be very confiderable: as, for inftance, a good
commerce with the French in tallow, with which
the bulls 2bound; bull's Refh is far more delicate and
tender than cow’s; a third advantage is, the felling of
the fkins at a higher rate, as being much better ; in fine,
this kind of pame, fo advantageous to the country,
would thereby efcape being quite deftroyed ; whereas,
by killing the cows, the breed of thefe animals is greatly
impaired.

I made a foup, that was of an exquifite favour, but
fomewhat fat, of the broth boiled from the marrow-bones
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of this buffalo, the reft of the broth ferving to. make majz-
gruel, called Sagamity, which to my tafte furpaffed the
beft difh in France: the bunch on the back would have
graced the table of 2 prince.

In the route I held, T kept more on the fides of the
hills than on the plains, Above fome of thefe fides,
or declivities, 1 found, in fome places, little eminences,
which lay peeled, or bare, and difclofed a firm and com-
paét clay, or pure matrix, and of the fpecies of that of
Lapis Calaminaris. The intelligent in Mineralogy under-
ftand what I would be-at. The little grafs, which grows
there, was obferved to droop, as alfo three or four mis-
fhapen trees, no bigger than one’s leg; one of which I
caufed to be cut down 3 when, to my aftonifbment, I faw
it .was upwards of fixty years Randing. The neigh-
beuring country was fertile, in proportion to its dil

tance from this fpot. Near that place we faw game of

every kind,- and in plenty, and mever towards the
fummit.

We crofled the Miflifippi feveral times upen Cajeux,
(rafts, or floats, made of fcveral bundles of canes, laid
acrofs each other; a kind of extemporaneous pontoon,)
in order to take a view of mountains which bad raifed
my curiofity. I obferved, that both fides of the river had
their feveral advantages ; but that the Welk fide is better
watered ; appeared alfo to be more fruitful both in minerals,
and in what relates to agriculiure; for which laft it feems
much more adapted than the Eaft fide.

Notwithftanding our precaution to make fignals, one
of my fcouts happened one day to ftray, becaufe the wea-
ther was foggy ; fo that he did not return at night to our
hut ; at which 1 was very uneafy, and could not fleep ; as
he was not returned, though the fignals of call " had been
repeated till pight clofed. About nine the next morn-
ing he caft up, telling us he had been in purfuit of a
drove of deer, which were led by one that was altogether

white :
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white : but that not being able tq come up with them,
he picked up, on the fide of a hill, fome {mall fharp
{tones, of which he brought a [ample.

Thele fones 1 received with pleafure, beeaufe I -had
not yet feen any in all this country, only 2 hard red free-
ftone in a cliff on the Miffifippi, After carefully examin-
ing thofe which my difcoverer brought me, I found they
were a gypfum. 1 tock home fome pieces, and on my
return examined them more attentively ; found them o
be very clear, tranfparent, and friable; when calcined, they
turned extremely white, and with them | made fome fafi-
tious marble. This gave me hopes that this country,
producing Plafter of Paris, might, befides, have ftones for
building.

I wanted to fec the (pot myfelf: we fet out about
noon, and travelled for about three leagues before we
came to it. I examined the {pot, which to me appeared
to be a large quarry of Plafter,

As to the white deer above mentioned, 1 learned from
the Indians, that (ome fuch were to be met with, though
but rarely, and that only in countries not frequented by
the hunters,

The wind being fet in for rain, we refolved to put our-
felves under fhelter. The place where the bad weather
overtook us was very fit to fet up at, On going out to
lll-uunr, we difcovered at five hundred paces off, in the de-
file, or narrow pafs, a brook of a very clear water, a very
commodious watering-place for the buffaloes, which were
in great numbers all around us.

My companions foon raifed a cabin, well-fecured to
the North, As we refolved to continue there for eight
days at lcaft, they made it [o clofe as to keep out the cold:
in the night, I felt nothing of the feverity of the North
wind, though I lay but lightly covered, My bed con-
fifted of a bear's fkin, and two robes or coats of buffalo;
the bear fkin, with the Befb fide undermoft, being laid on

leaves,



leaves, and the pile vppermoft by way of ftraw-bed ; one
of the buffilo coats folded double by way of feather-bed ;
one halfof the other under me ferved for a matrafs, and the
other over me for a coverlet : three canes, or boughs, bent
ta 2 femicircle, one at the head, another in the middle,
and a third at the feet, fupparted acloth which formed my
tefter and curtains, and fecured me from the injuries of
the air, and the ftings of gnats and molkitto's. My In.
dians had their ordinary. hunting and travelling beds,
which confilt of a deer (kin and a buffalo coat, which they
always carry with them, when they r.xl:!t,ﬂ to lie out of
their villages, We relted nine days, and regaled our-
felves with choice buffalo, turkey, partridge, phea-
fants, &c.

The difcovery I"had made of the plafter, put me to
look out, during oar ftay, in all the places rdund about,
for many leagues. I was atlaft tired of beating about
fuch fine plains, without difcovering the leaft thing, and
1 had refolved to go-far to the North, when at the noon-
fignal the fcout a-head waited to fhew me a fhining and
fharp ftone, of the length and fize of one's thumb, and
as (quare as a joiner could have made  piece of wood of
the fame bignefs, 1imagined it might be rock.cryftal ;
to be affured thereof, I took a large mufquet flint in
left hand, prefenting its head, or thick end, on whi
1 ftruck with one of the edges of the cryftal, and drew
much more fire than with the fincft fteel: and notwith-
ftanding the many {trokés | gave, the piece of eryftal
was not in the lealt (cratched or {treaked,

I examined thefe ftones, and found pieces of different
magnitudes, fome [quare, others with fix faces, evenand
fmooth like mirrars, highly tr=nfparent, without any veins
or fpots. Some of thefe pieces jutted out of the earth,
like ends of beams, two feet and upwards in length ;
others in confiderable numbers, from feven to nine inches;
sbove all, thole with fix panes or faces. There was 2

number of a middling and (maller fort: my people
wanted to carry fome with them | but ~

1 dissuaded them from this design by saying to them "What
good will it do to carry all that stuff? 1 admit that these stones
are quite pretty to look at, but they're also harder than iron or
the best-lempered steel. With what would one work upon
them? What use can these stones have, if they are nol
workable? [ threw aside all the ones that I beld, with the
exception of one which | concealed, without their perceiving
it. 1 made them throw aside their stones as things which were
not worth the trouble to carry, My reason waa that [ feared thai
some Frenchman secing the stones would persuade the
Naturals, by the force of gifts, to reveal the location of this

For my part, 1 carefully oblerved the latitude, and fol-

lowed, on fetting out, a particular point of the com-
pafs, to come to & river which 1 knew. 1 took that
route, under pretence of going to a gertain nation to pro=
curedry provifions, which we were in wantof, and which
are of great help.on a journey.

We arrived, after feven days march, at that nation, by
whom we were well received, My hunters brought in
daily many duck and teal. 1 agreed with the natives of
the place for a large pettyaugre of black walnut, to go
down their river, and afterwards to go up the Miffifippi.

1 had a ftreng inclination to go up ftill higher north,
‘n order to difcover mines. We embarked, and the
eleventh day of our paffage I caufed the pettyaugre to be
unladen of every thing, and concealed in the water,
which wag then low. 1 loaded feven men with the things
we hud.

Matters thus ordered, we fet out according to the in-
tention I had to po to the northward, | obferved every
day, with new pleafure, the more we advanced to that
quarter, the more beautiful and fertile the country was,
abounding in game of every kind: the herds of deer are
numerous ; at every turn we meet with them ; and not a
day paffed without fecing herds of buffaloes, fometimes
five o fix, of upwards of an hundred in a drove.

In fuch journeys as thelc we always take up our night’s
lodging near wood and water, where we put up 1n gm_:l
time: then at fun-fet, when every thing in nature 13
huthed, we were charmed with the enchanting warbling of
different birds ; (o thatone would be inclined to fay, they
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relcrved this favourable moment for the meledy and har.
mony of their fong, to celtbrate, undifturbed and at their
eafe, thé benehits of tht Creator, On the other hand, we
are difturbed in the night, by the hideous noife of the
numberlels water-fowls that are to be fetn on the Miffi-
fippi, and every river or lake near it, [uch as cranes;
famingo’s, wild geefe, herons, faw-bills, ducks, &c.

Chap. 18

As we continued, always toward the North, we began
1o see flocks of swans in the air, ascending to the limit of our
sight and announcing their passage by piercing cries. For
several days we followed a river, walking on a flat ndge which
parallelled it 30 as to reach the source of the niver, and pass
around it. The woods which follow the banks of rivers in this
country guided us, even if we could not see the nver itself, and
our view was ool cul off by these woods, because the two
bluffs on either side of the river were higher than the trees in
the valley. We were hoping to amive at the source the
follwing day, when the discoverer who followed the woods in
the bottom of the valley, came 1o us to tell me that, having
seen clearings in the woods, as if in the neighborhood of a
village, and even secing several downed trees, he approached
carefully to see if anyone inhabited this place, but found only a
village of beavers. Knowing that [ had not yet scen any, he
had thought that [ would be pleased to do so.

Although it was only three o'clock in the alternoon, |
made the signal 1o regroup. and my other discoverers returmed
to my side. We camped within reach of these beavers' retreat,
far enough that they could not see our fire. I put my people
on their guard against making any noise, or firing their guns,
for fear of scanng these ammals, and thought it even necessary
to forbid them from cutting any wood, and to go search for
firewood o0 as not o cul any, all W conceal our armval.

Having tzken all of these precautions, we dined early,
50 as to be able 10 sleep before moourise, which would come
at about eleven o'clock. Before nightfall, [ had taken the
trouble to cul several branches of green wood. We were up and
about before the moon shone brightly, and posted ourselves in
a place which waa equally far from the lodge of the beavers,
and from the dam that held back the waters around it. [
broughl my gun and my game-bag, as it was my habit never
to be without them, but | allowed my naturals only the small
hatchet that all voyagers carry, and which they call a
tomahawk [“casse-lete"="head breaker™]. Afler having pointed
out to the others where (o hide, and told them where to place
the green branches, [ took the eldest of my party, went 1o the
middle of the dam, and had him open a small channel, about a
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foot wide, with his hatchet. He began on the outside of the
d:_mm_:d:uldunughitmwuduh:wﬂﬂ.lﬂﬁngmﬂmmﬁ
with hus haods. As soon as the channel was cut and the water
began to flow through it, we quickly and silently retreated

our blind, to watch what the beavers would do to repair this
disorder,

A Tittle after we were got behind our fereen of boughs,
we heard the water of the gutter begin to make a noife ;
and 2 moment after, a beaver came out of his hut and
F]gﬂgﬂl into the water. We could only know this by
the noife, but we faw him at once upon the bank or dam,
and di{'tinﬂ'fy perceived that he took a furvey of the gutter,
after which he inftantly gave with all his force four blows
with his tail ; and had fearce ftruck the fourth, bug all
the beavers threw themfelves pell-mell into the water, and
came upon the dam : when they were all come thither,
ont of them muttered and mumbled to the reft {who all
ftood very attentive) I know not what orders, but which
they doubtlels underflocd well, becaufe they inftantly de-
parted, and went out on the banks of the pond, one party
one way ; another, another way. Thefe next us were
between us and the dam, and we at the proper diftance
not to be feem, and to oblerve them. Some of them
made mortar, others carried it on their tails, which ferved
for fedges. I obferved they put themfelves two and two,
fide by fide, the one with his head to the other's tail, and
thus mutually loaded cach other, and trailed the morrar,
which was pretty {hiff, quite tw the dam, where others
remained to take it, put it into the gutter, and rammed it
with blows of their tails.

The noife which the water made before by its fall,
foon ceafed, and the breach was clofed in a fhort time :
upan which one of the beavers flruck two great blows
with his tail, and infltantly they all took to the warter
without any noife, and difappeared. We retired, in crder
to take a little reft in our hut, where we remained till
day ; but as foon as it appeared, 1 longed much to futisfy
my curiofity about thefe creatures. .

[ wanted to kill one, but waited until the next day,
hcmu:cimpluminzmnlhin:mmlhmwmm?nﬁnf
one night, and which would better satisly my cunosity. _If I
had shot at them, 1 would have risked driving all the rest into
the woods. 'We stayed in the blind until dawn, bul as soon as
light came, [ was avid to satisfy my curiosity, and left two of
my men to charge the nfles. As soon as they had dooe s0,
Mlmhmﬂmwﬁnmdfmﬂhdmrmu{



thieves where we were.

My people together made a pretty large and deep breach,
in order to view the conftrudtion of the dam, which [
thall defcribe prefently : we then made noife enough with.
out further ceremony. This moilz, and the water, which
the beavers oblerved foon to lower, gave them much un-
eafinefs; (o that I faw one of them at different timey
tome pretty near Lo us; in order to examine what pafled,

As I apprehended that when the water was run off
they would all take flight to the woods; we quitted the
breach, and went to conceal ourfelves all round the pond,
in order to kill only one, the more narrowly to examine
it ; efpecially as thefe beavers were of the grey kind, which
are not fo common as the brown.

One of the beavers ventured to go upon the breach,
after having feveral times approached it, and returned
again like a fpy. I lay in ambufh in the bottom, at the
end of the dam: I faw him return ; he furveyed the
breach, then ftruck four blows, which faved his life, for
I then aimed at him. But thele four blows, fo well firuck,
mude me judge it was the fignal of call for all the reft, juft
as the night before. This alfo made me think he mighe
be the overfecr of the works, and [ did not choofe to de-
prive the republic of beavers of a member who appeared
fo necellary to it. 1 therefore waited till others thould
appear : a little after, one came and paffed clofe by me,
in order to go to work ; I made no feruple to lay him at
his full length, on the perfuafion he might only be 4 com-
mon labourer. My fhot made them all return to their
cabins, with greater fpeed than a hundred blows of the
tail of their Overfeer could have done, As foon as 1 had
killed this beaver, I called my companions; and finding

the water did not run off quick enough, I caufed the
breach to be widened, and I examined the dead.

I obferved thefe beavers to be a third lefs than the brown
or common fort, but their make the fame ; having the
{ame head, fame [harp teeth, fame beards, legs as fhort,

paws
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paws equally furnithed with claws, and with membranes
or webs,. and in all refpedts made like the others. The
only difference is, that they are of an ath-prey, and that
the long pile, which pafles over the foft wool, is filvered,

During this examination, I caufed my people to cut
boughs, canes, and reeds, to be thrown in towards the
end of the pond, in order to pafs over the little mud
which was in that place; and at the fume time I caufed
fome (hot to be fired on the cabins that lay neareft us,
The weport of the guns, and the rattling of the fhot on the
roofs of the cabins, made them all fly into the woods
with the greateft precipitation imaginable, We came at
length to a cabin, in which there were not fix inches of
water. [ caufed to undo the roof without breaking any
thing, during which I faw the piece of afpin-tree, which
was laid under the cabin for their provifions,

1 obferved fifteen pieces of wood, with their bark in
part gnawed. The cabin alfo had Afteen cells round the
hole in the middle, at which they went out ; which made
me think each had his own cell.

I am now to give a fketch of the archite@ure of thefe
amphibious animals, and an account of their viliages; it is
thus I call the place of their abode, after the Canadians
and the Indians, with whom I agree; and allow, thefe
animals deferve fo much the more to be diftinguifhed from
others, as [ find their inftinét far {uperior to that of other
animals. [ fhall not carry the pagallel any farcher, it
might become offenf(ive.

The cabins of the beavers are round, having about ten
or twelve feet in diameter, according to the number,
more or lefs, of fixed inhabitants. | mean, that this dia-
meter 15 to be taken on the flooring at about a foot above
the water, when It is even with the dam : butr 75 the
UppEr part runs to a point, the under is much larger than
the flooring, which we may reprefent to ourfelves, by

fuppofing



fuppofing all the upright pofts to refemble the legs of 2
great A, whofe middle ftroke is the Aooring. Thele pofts
are picked out, and we might fay, well proportioned
feeing, at the height this Rooring is to be laid at, there i:
4 hook for bearing bars, which by that means form the
circumference of the flooring, The bars Again bear tra.
verfes, or crofs picces of timber, which are the joifts ;
canes and grals complete this Aooring, which has a hu];
in the middle to go out at, when they pleafe, and into
this all the cells open,

The dam is formed of timbers, in the fhape of St. An-
drew’s crofs, or of a great X, laid clofe together, and
kept firm by timbers laid lengthwife, which are continued
from one end of the dam to the other, and placed on

the St. Andrew's croffes : the whole is filled with earth,

clapped clofe by great blows of their tails, The infide of
the dam, next the water, is almolt perpendicular; but on
the outfide it has a great flope, that grafs coming to grow

thereon, may prevent the water that paflis there, to carry
away the earth.

I aw them neither cut nor convey the timbers along
but it is to be prefumed their manner is the fame as Ihl:
of other Beavers, who nuever cut but 2 lofe wood ; for
which purpefe they ufe their fore -teeth, which are
extremely fharp. Thefe timbers they pufh and roll before
them on the land, a3 they do on the water, till they come
to the place where they want to lay them. 1 obferved
thele grey Beavers to be more chilly, or fenfible of cald,
than the other [pecies : and it is doubtlels for this reafon
they draw necarer to the fouth,

~ Afrend of mine, having heard tell of these animals,
w the same manoer as [ have just given this account, told me
that a certain respected modern author wniles on the topic quite
differently than | have, and that in truth, this author has never
travelled, and that he can only have written of the beaver based
on what he read in others' accounts. [ have read this author

with pleasure, and | perceived that on several occasions, be had
heen faleely accused

chapter 19

We fet out from this place to come to 2 high ground,
which feemed to be continued to a great diftance. . We
came the fame evening to the foot of it, but the day was
too far advanced to afcend it. The day fellowing we
went to its top, found it a far, cxcept fome fmall emi-
nences at intervals, There appearcd to be very lintle

wood on it, {till lefs water, and leaft of all Rone; though
probably there may be fome in its bowels, having ob-
ferved fome ftones in a part where the earth was tumbled
dowi.

We accurately examined all this rifing ground, without
difcovering any thing ; and though that day we travelled
upwards of five leagues, yet we were not three leagues
diftant from the hut we fet out from in the morning.
This high ground would have been a very commodious
fituation for a fine palace; as from its edges is a very
diftant profpefl.

Next day, after 2 ramble of about two leagues ard a
half, I had the [ignal of call to my right. 1 inftantly flew
thither ; and when I came, the fcout fhewed me 2 flump
flicking out of the earth knee high, and nine inches in
diameter. The Indian took it at 2 diftance for the flump
of a tree, and was (urprifed to find wood cut in a country
which appeared to have been never frequented : but when
he came near enough to form a judgement about ir, he
faw from the fgure, that it was a very different thing :
and this was the reafon he made the fignal of call,

T was highly pleafed at this difcovery, which was that
of alead-ore. 1 had alfo the fatisfadtion to find my per-
feverance recompenfed ; but in particular T was ravithed
with admiration, on feeing this wonderful produdtion,
and the power of the foil of this province, conftraining,
as it were, the minerals to difclofe themfelves, [ conti-
nued to fearch all around, and I dilcovered ore in feveral
places. 'We returned to lodge at our laft hut, on account
of the convenience of water, which was too {carce on this
high ground.

We [et out from thence, in order to come nearer to the
Miflifippi : through every place we pafled, nothing but
herds of buffaloes, elk, deer, and other animals of every
kind, were to be feen ; efpecially near rivers and brooks.



wimm one s travelling, one is always pleased w
encounter other voyagers who enjoy the same pleasures. We
cocountered one who was of a quite different bumor and
species, however, He fled as soon as we saw him, and the
more we invited him to wait until we approached him, the
more effort he made 1o distance himself from us. One of my
naturels seeing that his comrades called in vain after this
voyager, declared, "I will po get him, since he doesn't want to
wail for us. He ran, passed him up and herded him back close
to us, where he was forced to wait one gunshot away, It was a
bear, who had separated from his band, or who had wanied 1o
travel. These animals always follow the thick woods, because
they find their the food which suits them, while the prairies are
for them devoid of sustenance.

After 2 march of five days 1 efpied a mountain to my
right, which feemed fo high as to excite my curiolity,
Next morning I direéted thither my courle, where we

arrived about three in the afterncon, 'We ltopped at the
foot of the mountain, where we found a fine [pring

ifuing out of the rock.

| will gladly losc a bit of a day's progress, if | can assure
myself of good water which is not too cold.

The day following we went up to its top, where it is
ftony. Though there is earth enough for plants, yet
they are fo thin fown, that hardly two hundred could be
found on an acre of ground. Trees are allo very rare on
that fpot, and thefe poor, meagre, and cancerous, The
ftones 1 found there are all fit for making lime,

| doubt that one will come to look for lime in this place,
unless it is for the construction of houses in this vicinity, for
this mountain will not fail to attract people someday, by the
violent passion they will have 1o dig in its bowels.

We from thence took the roote that fhould carry us to
our pettyaugre, a journey but of a few days. We drew
the pettyaugre out of the water, and there paffed the
night. Next day we crofled the Miflifippi ; in going up
which we killed a fhe-bear, with her cubs: for during
the winter, the banks of the Miflifippi are lined with
them ; and it is rare, in going up the river, not to fee
many crofs it in a day, in fearch of food: the want of
which makes them quit the banks,

I continued my route in going up the Miffifippi quite
to the Chicafaw Cliffs, (Ecores 2 Prud’homme) where
1 was told 1 fhould find fomething for the benehit of the
colony : this was what excited mv curiafite

Being arrived at thole cliffs we landed, and concealed,
after unlading it, the pettyaugre in the water ; and from
that day I fought, and at length found the iron-mine, of
which I had fome hints given me. After being fure of
this, I carefully fearched all around, to find Caftine ; but
this was impoflible : however, I believe it may be found
higher up in afcending the Mififippi, but that care I leave
to thole who hereafter thall choofe to undertake the work-

ing that mipe. 1 had, however, fome amends made me
for my trouble; as in fearching, I found fome marks of
:t.coal in the neighbourhood, a thing at leafk as ufeful
in other parts of the colony asin this.

Afier having made my refleétions, I refolved in a litde
gme to return home
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eldest of my Maturals ahead with a young man, 10 l.'m:}ghtfm
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ascending the river, and wait for us there. As for _m:,'s::'&I
could only with regret leave (hese beautiful countnes,
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absolutely necessary. 5o that we might travel more lightly, I:.a:i
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I efpied 2 fmall Lill, all bare and parched,
having on its top only two trees in a very drooping con-
dition, and [fcarce any grafs, befides fome litrle tufts,
diftant enough afunder, which grew on a very finm
clay, The bottom of this hill was not fo barren, and
the adjacent country fertile as in other parts, Thele
indications made me prefume there might be a mine in
that (pot.

1 at length returned towards the Miffifippi, in order to
meet sgain the pettyaupgre. Asn all this country, and
in all the height of the colony we find numbers of buffa-
loes, elk, deer, and other game; fo we find numbers of
wolves, fome tigers, Cat-a-mounts, (Pichous) and car-
rion-crows, all of them carnivorous animals, which 1
fhall hercafter defcribe,  When we came near the Mifli-
fippi we made the hignal of recognition, which was an-
fwered, though at fome diftance. [t was there iny people



killed fome buffaloes, to be drefled and cured in their
manncr, for our journcy. We embarked at lengeh, and
went down the Mifffippi, till we came within a league of
the common landing-place, The Iadians hid the petry-
augre, and went to their village., As for myflf, 1 got
bome towards dufk, where I found my neighbours and
Mlaves furprized, and at the fame time glad, at my unex-

pected return, as if it had been from a hunting-match in
the neighbourhood.

[ was really well pleafed to have got home, to fee my
flaves in perfeft health, and all my affairs in good order:
But 1 was ftrongly impreficd with the beauties of the

countries [ had feen. 1 could have wilhed to end my
days in thofe charming folitudes, at x diftance from the
tumultuous hurry of the world, far from the pinching
grips of avarice and deceit. There it is, faid I to my.
felf, one relifhes a thouland innocent delights, and which
are repeated with a fatisfaftion ever new. It is there ang
lives cxempt from the affaules of genfure, detraftion, apd
calumny. In thofe delightfome meadows, which often
extend far out of fight, and where we fee fo many dif-
ferent fpecies of animals, there it is we have occafion to
admire the bencficznce of the Creator. To conclude,
there it is, that at the gentle puiling of a pure and living
water, and enchanted with the concerts of birds, which
fill the ncighbouring thickets, we may agreeably con-
template the wonders of nature, and examine them all at
our leilure,

1 had reafons for concealing my journey, and {tronger
reafons fill to fupprefs what I had difcovered, in order
to avail myfelf thereof afterwards: but the croffes I un-
derwent, and the misfortunes of my life, have, to this
day, prevented me from profiting by thefc dilcoveries, in
returning to that charming country, and cven fo much as
to lay them befure the public,



