Linguistics 290, Fall 2007



Homework 3; due Monday
Read Finegan Chapter 4, pp. 105-123; 221-223.  Only the first exercise is based on Finegan.
1.  Part 1.  Exercise 4-1.  First, read Finegan pp. 109-115 very carefully. Second, rewrite all the data in columns A, B, C, and D on page 130 phonetically. (If you are not a native speaker of English, I encourage you to find a partner in the class who is, and who you can work together with for the transcription.)  Remember to use square brackets [ ] to represent the phonetic sounds.  Over columns A, B, C, and D, indicate the phonetic representation of /t/ found in that column.  Then follow the rest of the instructions from Finegan.
Part 2.  Do the same thing for the following data, focusing on the allophones of /k/.  (Remember to think phonetically, and not about the practical orthography!)

A

B

C

D


cough
skin

aching

arcane

kite

skate

liking

loquacious

cry

scone

asked 

decant

Part 3.  Discuss whether English voiceless stops form a natural class.  Present evidence for your claim.  To help answer this question, consider your data from parts 1 and 2 and the data in Table 4-1, page 109.  
2.  Cree.  (a) Determine whether [p] and [b] are allophones of the same phoneme, or represent two different phonemes.  If allophones, state the complementary distribution; if phonemes, give evidence for contrast. (b) If allophones, discuss whether there is assimilation involved (think carefully about when & how the vocal cords vibrate, where the air-stream passes, point of articulation, etc.)
a. [pahki]

‘partly’ 

b. [naabeew]

‘man’

c. [niisosaap]

‘twelve’

d. [taanispii]

‘when’

e. [asabaap]

‘thread’

f.  [paskwaaw]
‘prarie’
3.  Biblical Hebrew.  Determine whether [p] and [f] are allophones of the same phoneme, or represent two different phonemes.  If allophones, state the complementary distribution; if phonemes, give evidence for contrast.  (b) If allophones, discuss whether there is assimilation involved (again, think about the vocal processes, as in question 2).
a.
 [pil]
     
‘elephant’

b.  [af]

‘even’
c.   [lifnei]   

‘before’

d.  [pol]

‘bean’
e.   [po]

‘here’


f.   [ləfo]

‘to here’
4. Korean  Determine whether [ s ] (voiceless alveolar fricative) and [ ʃ ] (voiceless alveopalatal fricative).  are allophones of the same phoneme, or represent two different phonemes.  If allophones, state the complementary distribution; if phonemes, give evidence for contrast.  (b) If allophones, discuss whether there is assimilation involved (again, think about the vocal processes, as in question 2).
a.  [son]

‘hand’

b.  [ʃihap]

‘game’
c.  [maʃita]

‘drink’

d.  [sosəl]

‘novel’

d. [ʃinho]

‘signal’

e.  [ʃipsam]

‘thirteen’
