LING 290, Fall 2007, D. Payne

Homework Set 2: Due Monday, Oct 8 in class
Read all of Finegan Chapter 3 before doing the homework.   Exercises labeled like "3-1" are from Finegan 2008, 5th edition, end of chapter 3.

1. 
Exercise 3-1  

2.
Exercise 3-2

3. 
Exercise 3-3

4.
Exercise 3-4

5.    Exercise 3-7

6.   Visit the following Web site:

 http://classweb.gmu.edu/accent/

a. Select any one of the speech samples that interests you and which has both a transcription and sound file (except any that might be discussed in class or discussion section). Listen to the speaker’s accent as he/she reads the text, reading the phonetic transcription as you listen. Print out and turn in the page showing the language name with the IPA transcription of the text for the language that you selected.

b. Imagine that you have been employed as an “accent neutralization” coach for this person. Choose at least three specific pronunciation traits that this speaker would need to change in order for their pronunciation to sound more like Standard American English, and circle one instance of each on your printed transcription page.
(Note that the Web site lists some traits for most of the speech samples – though I don’t always agree that the red and blue letters clearly correspond to all the traits, nor that all traits that would need to be “neutralized” are identified.) 

c. In your own words, provide a detailed articulatory description of three traits that you want to address, and then identify the specific articulatory feature(s) that would need change in order to neutralize the accent. 
