Anthropology 343

PACIFIC ISLANDS ARCHAEOLOGY

University of Oregon Fall, 2006
04 cr hrs. CRN 12208

Instructor: Professor William S. Ayres - 273 Condon - ph.346-5119
Office Hours: M W11:00-12:00, U 13:00-14:00 and by appt.
Class Meetings: TR 12:00-13:50 166 Lawrence

Texts/Reading: Pacific Islands Archaeology Packet 1, Ayres
Kirch, P. On the Road of the Winds. Berkeley: Univ. Calif. Press. 2000

Content:

The primary aims of this class are
archaeological exploration of the early
colonization of the Pacific islands and
examination of cultural patterns of adap-
tation to island life. Changing Pacific Island
cultures are examined from the time of the
earliest human settlement through the stages
of complex society existing at the time of
early Western contact. The area of SE Asia
and the Southwest Pacific provides an early
cultural foundation, and out of this, a broad,
later dispersal into the eastern Pacific islands
follows.

Cultural resource management,
ethnology, linguistics, oral history, are all
possible areas of study related to cultural
history and conceptions held by Pacific
Islanders and by researchers/scholars of the
human past in islands. Of interest is the use

of culture history developed by archaeologists
to posit "ethnic history," and this includes
guestions related to cultural conservation and cultural identity.

Note: this class may be used to satisfy anthropology major requirements for a
prehistory/archaeology class.



