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ANTH 329


Class time: 12:00 - 1:50 P.M., Tuesday & Thursday, 260 Condon Hall


Professor Lynn Stephen


316 Condon Hall, Department of Anthropology


Office hours fall term: Tues. 3:00 - 4:30, Thurs. 2:00 - 3:30 (except 11/19, 11/21)


346-5168


stephenl@oregon.uoregon.edu

http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~stephenl/

syllabus posted on web page, look for web site links for class


U.S. IMMIGRATION AND MEXICAN FARMWORKERS
Today in the state of Oregon, Mexican farmworkers are the back bone of the booming agricultural sector. Increasingly, the farm labor force is made up of indigenous Mexicans--primarily from the southern Mexican state of Oaxaca. While these developments may appear to mark a "new" era in Mexican migration to the state, in fact there is a long history to Mexican presence in the Northwest. Through using the state of Oregon as a primary focus along with California, this class will look historically at the experience of Mexican farmworkers in the United States.  Our understanding of the historical experience of Mexican workers will be framed by looking at how the United States used territorial control and immigration policy to regulate labor flows, wages, and the politics of belonging in the United States. We will also explore how Mexican migrants have brought U.S. culture back to their communities and created things like "Highland Hip Hop" in Michoacán.

While Mexican farmworker lives have certainly been strongly influenced by the larger structural forces of immigration law and economic policy, individuals and groups have organized to improve their working and living conditions and to end racism. The history of movements such as the United Farmworkers (UFW) in California, the Farm Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC) in the midwest and  Northwest Treeplanters and Farmworkers United(PCUN) of Oregon are an important part of the farmworker story. In this class we will examine the structure and labor relations of farm labor as well as looking in depth at farmworker movements and their struggles. 

Assignments and Grading: Students are expected to read all required readings (approximately 125 pages per week), actively participate in class discussions, and complete the following assignments:

Midterm paper (covering topics from first half of class) (20 percent)

Individual research paper related to your role in your group project (6-10 pages) (20 percent) Due at the time your group presents.

Take Home Final Exam (30 percent)

Group Project (20 percent)

Late papers and exams will be graded down one full letter grade.
* Group projects. Each student will be expected to participate in a group project which documents some aspect of the farmworker experience in the state of Oregon or elsewhere either from a historical or contemporary perspective. Topics could include farmworker legislation, living and working conditions for farm laborers, issues for women and farmworker families, experiences of indigenous migrants, specific farmworker organizations and unions. The group projects will be linked to specific themes and days in class.  At the beginning of the term each student will choose a group to join and groups will meet periodically throughout the quarter to plan their presentation.  Group presentations will begin about half-way through the class. The class will be divided into approximately 4-5 groups. Each presentation should be about 20-30 minutes long. Individuals will write an individual research paper focused on their contribution to the group project and turn it in  at the time of their presentation.. Group projects will be assigned a group grade. That grade will become 20 percent of your total grade. The class  will be broken down into approximately six groups with seven to ten people in each one.

* Class attendance and participation. Because this class has many speakers and a high level of student participation, attendance for every class is important.  If you miss more than two classes your class participation grade will be an F unless you are ill. You grade will be significantly affected if you miss class sessions. Class attendance, participation in discussion and group exercises will count for 10 percent of your total grade.
Pass/Fail Option. The pass/fail option will be granted if requested in writing by the third week of classes.

PLAGIARISM IS NOT PERMITTED IN THIS CLASS. Plagiarism consists of turning in a paper or exam or exam question written by someone else, taking something written in a book by someone else and including it in a paper without quotation marks, and paraphrasing parts of books as if they were your own. If you are quoting more than four words, put quotation marks around it and footnote it. Even if you note something in your bibliography and fail to put quotation marks around it in the text, it is still plagiarism. Any plagiarized papers will receive an F. No negotiations.

Incomplete Policy. No incompletes will be given in this class. No exceptions unless there are extreme circumstances such as a documented critical illness. If you register for the class and do not complete the assignments you will be given credit for the work you turned in and receive an F for work not turned in. This will be calculated as part of your final grade.

Required Books to be purchased at bookstore.
Rubén Martínez. Crossing Over: A Mexican Family on the Migrant Trail. New York: Metropolitan Books, 2001.

Daniel Rothenberg. With These Hands: The Hidden World of Migrant Farmworkers Today. 1998. New York: Harcourt Brace & Company.

Lynn Stephen. PCUN and the Farmworker Movement. University of Oregon, 2001.

Class Packet edited by Lynn Stephen to be purchased at the bookstore. Contents include:

1. David G. Gutiérrez, "Ethnic Americans and the Transformation of "American" Social Space: Reflections on Recent History. In Crossings: Mexican Immigration in Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Marcelo Suárez‑Orozco (ed.), pp. 309‑340. 1998. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. ISBN 0‑674‑17767‑3 

2. Peter Andreas, (Borderless Economy, Barricaded Border. NACLA Report on the Americas, Vol 33, No. 3, pp. 14-21. November/December, 1999.

3. Waslin, Michele, (Immigration Policy in Flux.( NACLA Report on the Americas, Vol. 35, No. 3:34-38. November, December, 2001.

4. Wayne, Cornelius, (Death at the Border: Efficacy and Unintended Consequences of U.S. Immigration Control Policy.( Population and Development Review, Vol 27, No. 4: 661-685. December, 2001.

5. Martha Menchaca, (Political Relations and Land Tenure Cycles in Santa Paula: Chumash Indians, Mexicans and Anglo Americans.( in The Mexican Outsiders; A Community History of Marginalization and Discrimination in California, pp. 1-30. Austin, University of Texas Press, 1995.

6. Letters/documents from SWORP Collection. a. Jan 13, 1882. Relative to payment for their lands. b. To the Department of the Interior, January 13, 1882, B.L. Fern, Drain, Oregon. c. October 29, 1891, from Frank w. Carson, Siltez Agency, Oregon to Hon. John W. Noble, Secretary of the Interior. No copyright necessary. Public Document in Knight Library SWORP collection. Permission given by editor/translator David E. Lewis.

7. Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, February 2, 1848. U.S. government treaty. No copyright necessary.

8. Gadsden Purchase Treaty, December 30, 1853. U.S. government treaty. No copyright necessary.

9. Leo R. Chavez, "Immigration Reform and Nativism. Nationalist Response to the Transnationalist Challenge." In Immigrants Out!: The New Nativism and the Anti-Immigrant Impulse in the United States, edited by Juan F. Perea, pp. 61-77. New York: New York University Press., 1997.

10. Gilbert Paul Carrasco, "Latinos in the United States: Invitation and Exile. In Immigrants Out!: The New Nativism and the Anti-Immigrant Impulse in the United States, edited by Juan F. Perea, pp. 190-204. New York: New York University Press., 1997.

11. Douglas Massey, " March of Folly : U.S. Immigration Policy After NAFTA. The American Prospect no. 37, March-April 1998.

12. U.S. Border Patrol's Implementation of "Operation Gatekeeper." Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Government Management, Information, and Technology of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight. August 9, 1996. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office. 1997. pp. 1‑14.

13. The Official Bracero Agreement. Agreement of August 4, 1942. (For the Temporary Migration of Mexican Agricultural workers to the United States as revised on April 26, 1943, by an Exchange of Notes Between the American Embassy at Mexico City and the Mexican Ministry for Foreign Affairs. U.S. Government agreement with Mexico. No copyright necessary.

14. Erasmo Gamboa. Braceros in the Pacific Northwest: Laborers on the Domestic Front, 1942‑1947. Pacific Historical Review 56 (93):378‑398. (August, 1986).

15. Barry Yeoman, (Silence in the Fields.( Mother Jones, January/February 2001, pp. 40-47,83-85.

16. Matt Garcia, (Friends of the Mexicans? Mexican Immigration and the Politics of Social Reform,( pp. 87-120. In a World of Its Own: Race, Labor, and citrus in the Making of Greater Los Angeles, 1900-1970. Durham: University of North Carolina Press.

17. Steven Greenhouse, "Farm Work by Children Tests Labor Laws." New York Times, Sunday August 6, 2000, p. 10.

18.  W.K. Barger and Ernesto M. Reza. The FLOC Movement. In The Farm Labor Movement in the Midwest: Social Change and Adaptation Among Migrant Farmworkers, pp. 44-97. Austin: University of Texas Press. 1994.

19. Gaspar Rivera. Welcome to Oaxacalifornia. Cultural Survival Quarterly 23(1):59‑61. Spring 1999.

20. Carol Zabin. Mixtecs and Mestizos in California Agriculture: Ethnic Displacement and Hierarchy among Mexican Workers. In Marginal Spaces.,pp. 113‑143. New Brunswick: Transaction Books. 1995.

21. Carole Nagengast and Michael Kearney. Mixtec Ethnicity: Social Identity, Political Consciousness, and Political Activism. Latin American Research Review 23:61‑91. 1990.

22. Lynn Stephen. Globalization, the State and the Creation of Flexible Indigenous Citizens: Mixtec Farmworkers in Oregon. Urban Anthropology and Studies of cultural Systems and world Economic Development 30(2-3), pp. 189-214, 2001..

I. Immigration, The Border, and Who Belongs in America? 
T.      10/1/02 Introduction to Class. Creation of immigration timeline for class and group

                   reports on family migration patterns of people in class.

TH    10/3/02 DISCUSSION: Whose country is this? Why do we defend the border? What does it accomplish and represent? What do immigrant workers contribute? Why do people migrate to the U.S. from Mexico? What risks do they take? What are the conditions they come under? 

Read: Gutiérrez (#1) Andreas (#2) Waslin (#3), Cornelius (#4) in packet, Crossing Over, pp 1-18, 195-219.

Initial Group Project Introductions/Organizational Meeting

II. U.S. Territorial Expansion and the Erasure of Indigenous Nations and Mexico

T 10/8/02 The Native Peoples of the Northwest and California 

Guest speaker: David Lewis. UO Department of Anthropology, Confederated Tribes of Grande Ronde. (Oregon Native Narratives and Intellectual Property(
Read: Letters from SWORP archives (#6), Menchaca (#7) in packet. 

TH 10/10/02 The Invasion of Mexico, the expansion of U.S Territory.

Read; Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (#7), The Gadsden Purchase (#8) in packet

FILM: Quest for a Homeland. Chicano! Episode 1.

Group Project Meeting

III.  20th Century U.S. Immigration Policy and Its Impact on Mexican Communities and Workers
T 10/15/02 The History of Immigration Legislation in the U.S.: Immigration Law as Economic Policy

Read: Chavez ( #9), Carrasco (#10), Massey (#11), U.S. Border Patrol's Implementation of 
"Operation Gatekeeper (#12) in packet.

TH 10/17/02 The Bracero Programs. The beginning of 20th century immigration policy and

the seeding of transnational communities.

Read: Official Bracero Agreement (#13), Gamboa (#14), Yeoman (#15) in packet.

Web Site Visit: http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/osu/osuintwork.html

Group Project Meeting


T 10/22/02 The Impact of Immigration and Labor Policy in Mexican Workers

Guest Lecturer: Matt Garcia, Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies and History.

Read: Matt Garcia (#16) in packet.

IV. The Structure and Experience of Farm Labor: Growers, Contractors, Farmworkers 
http://www.morsechair.uoregon.edu/strawberry.shtml
TH 10/24/02   What are the labor relations, human relations of farm labor? The Grower 
Perspective.

Read: With  These Hands, pp. 1-121 (for this Thursday and following Tuesday)

Guestspeaker. Paul Iverson, Grower, Woodburn, Oregon, (Issues for Oregon Famers

in the Global Economy.(
http://www.farmbureau.com/
http://www.feelds.com/
http://www.fb.com/
MIDTERM PAPER HANDED OUT

T.  10/29/02

The Farmworker Perspective. 

Guest speaker: Ramón Ramírez, President of PCUN, Cassandra Olgen, organizer, PCUN

http://www.pcun.org/
http://www.ufw.org/
V.  Farmworker Movements, Politics,  and Civil Rights
TH 10/31/02 Pesticides and the Farmworker Movement

Guest Speaker: Gerardo Ochoa.

Film: The Wrath of Grapes

MIDTERM PAPER DUE

T 11/5/02 Farmworker Politics and Unions.

Read: With These Hands, pp. 205-271. Greenhouse, (#17) in packet.

DISCUSSION, Group Project Presentation

TH 11/7/02 The UFW and FLOC

FILM: Struggle in the Field, Chicano! Tape 2.

Read : Barger and Reza (#18) on FLOC. 

Group Presentation

T. 11/12/02 Oregon's Farmworker Movement

Read: The Story of PCUN and the Farmworker Movement in Oregon

FILM: Aumento Ya!,
Group Project Presentation


VI. Transnational Farmworker Communities: Oaxaca and Michoacán
TH 11/14/02 Oaxacalifornia and Oaxaoregon: Mixtecs in the Northwest.

Read: Rivera (#19), Zabin (#20), Kearney and Nagengast (#22) 

Group Project Presentation

T 11/19/02 Film: Oaxacalifornia

TH 11/21/02 Guest speaker, Gustavo Navarro (tentative).

T 11/26/02 Migrant Culture Returns to Mexico: Hiphop in the Michoacán Highlands

Read: Crossing Over, pp. 21-169

Group Project Presentation

Th 11/28/02 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!

T 12/3/02 Michoacanos in the U.S.: Family and Gender Dynamics

Read: Crossing Over, pp. 195-317

Group Project Presentation

TAKE HOME FINAL PASSED OUT

TH 12/5/02   The Gendered and Racial Implications of Transnational Mixtec Migration

Read: Stephen (#23) In packet
Discussion, Class Evaluations done.
T 12/10/02 TAKE HOME FINAL DUE
